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A Short and True Account of the ſeve- 
ral Advances the Church of England 


hath made towards Rome, &«c. 


Mas O diſcharge my duty, and acquit my felt 
2 of my promiſe to you, I have here in 
= theſe following Papers given you the 
WARY ſubſtance of our laſt converſation about 

= the Grounds and Motives which have in- 
duced the Roman Catholicks to conſpire 
f and attempt ſuch horrible Murthers as 

they have done, eſpecially this late dam- 
nable and helliſh Plot, of ſubverting the Government, al- 
tering the Religion, and taking away the Life of our moſt 
Sacred Monarch ; the moſt daring and cruel that ever was 
defigned, next to that of Crucifying the moſt holy Jeſus, 
the Lord of life and glory. 

You may pleaſe to remember, we dwelt long. upon this 
conſideration 3 and indeed we ought to regard with the 
higheſt grief, and even with tears of blood, the preſent 
ſtate of many Biſhops and DoCctors of the Church of Exg- 
land, otherwiſe pious, learned, and well-affe&ed, who with 
great fervor and zeal declare themſelves againſt the cruel 
and bloody Principles of the Papiſts, and againſt the Pa- 
piſts themſelves 3 and yet make no reflection upon them- 
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ſelves nor their Predeccſiors; ſhed no tears, nor are they 
rouched as they ought to be, at the ſenſe of their compli- 
ance for above this laſt whole Century, with the Dodtrine 
and Ceremonies of the Church of Rox : in not acknow- 
ledging any other Proteſtants in the world beſides themſelves; 
im diſcarding all the Reformed Churches beyond Sea, out of 
the Catalogue of the true Churches of Jetus Chriſt: in 
making void all manner of Ordination; but that which is 
Epiſcopal, and ——y that of Papiſts, and their Ad- 
herents : in putting Calviz, the firſt Author of their Refor- 
mation in England, Scotland, and Ireland, among the chief 
of Rebels and Fanaticks; and ſuffering perſons of the molt 
known approved piety and integrity, to be expoſed on the 
Stage, and madea ſpeQtacleof derifion to the whole world ; 
and, to conclude, in perſecuting all the Engliſh Proteſtants 
that are at a far greater diſtance from Rowe than themſelves: 
by which means they have, if not intentionally, at leaft by 
a neceſſary conſequence, incouraged the Papilts to believe, 
hope, and to expect, even with ſome confidence,a haſty ſuc- 
ceſs, that a very little matter would re-unite them to Rome. 
Nay, and this Re-union ſeems already to them to be fo far 
advanced, that nothing 1s able to obſtruCt the happy iſſue 
of ſo great, ſo pious, and ſo meritorious a work, as they 
call it, but the Life of his Sacred Majeſty. 

But, Sir, to make yet more clear and cvident to you, that 
the hopes of the Papiſts were not groundleſs, nor chimeri- 
cal, not even from the very beginning of the Reformation 3 
but that either by getting the King over to their fide, or 
elſe by removing him out of the way ( as they have lately 
often attempted, though, bleſſed be God, hitherto in vain), 
they hoped to find it an eafie bufineſs to reduce Emgland to 
the Communion of Rome. 

You may pleaſe to remark that as ſoon as ever the Re- 
formation was reſolved on, the Sentiments of thoſe. who 
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had the Governance of it, were divided into two Claſſes 
much-what equal in number, and in quality of intereſt * 
Some of them, as Biſhop Hooper, Coverdale, John Fox, John 
Rogers, and Peter Martyr, appeared vigoroutly for an abſo- 
late and thorough Reformation, conformable to the Model 
that Calvin had given of it : the others, as Cranmer, Rid- 
ley, Cox, &c. were of that judgment, as peremptorily to 
conclude that a Reformation in all points at firſt, would 
draw along with it a dangerous conſequence and that to 
endeavour to reform all, would be to reform nothing at all ; 
that in that preſent juncture of affairs, it was impoſfible all 
at once to paſs from. one extreme to another; but 1t were 
better to chuſe a middle way, and ſo gradually to advance 
the Reformation, until the people, who were then almoſt all 
of them Papiſts, were more illuminated, and better inſtru- 
ed in the Proteſtant Religion, and their number were 
increaſed, and conſequently more diſpoſed to receive the 
Impreſſions of this entire and perfe&t Reformation, which 
would abſolutely draw them off from Rome. 

The judgment of theſe latter prevailing, they jofntly de- 
termined to retain ſome Ceremonies, and ſome other out- 
ward parts of the ſervice of the Roman Church, hoping that 
it would be a means in a little time of bringing over the 
Papiſts to their point, viz. To embrace the Reformed Re- 
ligion : whereupon they continued the kneeling when they 
received the Sacrament of the Euchariſt; ſigning with the 
Crofs at the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm 5 Bowing at the 
name of Jeſus, and,not at the name of God, or of Chriſt” 
alſo the Sacerdotal and Epiſcopal Ornaments; the Religious 
obſervance of Feaſts, and the Holy time of Lemt ; the vaſt” 
diſtance between a Biſhop and a Miniſter of Jcius Chritt, 
whereby theBithop is advanced above the highe{t Civil Dig- 
nities, and the Miniſter 1s made inferior to the lowelt of 


them, and confounded with the common people whence 
it 
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it happencd, that the eminent and high Rank which the 
2iſhops held, as it diveſted the Inferior Miniſters of all that 
kind of Juriſdi&tion, which they called.Ecclefiaſtick, 'ſo it 
impowred them arbitrarily with it, though in a manner 
altogether unwarrantable, becauſe full of iniquity ; for 
they did not delegate it to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, but 
to Secular perſons, who did not excommunicate 1n the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, but in the name of the Biſhops, who were 
rigidly tenacious of this practiſe of the Church of Rome, 
from whence they were lately come. Moreover, they were 
as {tiff and fierce in maintaining their Succeſſion, which by 
all means they ſtood upon as coming from Rome : by ver- 
tue whereof they -arrogated to themlelves alone the power 
of Ordination, and Excommunication : neither were the 
abuſes of Viſitations, nor the penal Commutations into pe- 
cuniary, retrenched; nor the plurality of Benefices, where- 
by fix or ſeven hundred Perſons, Bilhops, Deans, and Ca- 
nons, poſleſt, as they do ſtill, three parts of four of the Re- 
venues of the Church. 

All theſe Reliques of Popery were then retained; and to 
ſpeak truly of them, it was with a good intention : The 
firſt Reformers, who were men of extraordinary goodneſs 
and piety, and had honeſt deſigns, were not able at the 
very firſt throughly to cleanſe the Axgear' Stable of the 
Church of Rome from its corrupt impuritiesz but bequeath- 
ing the perfetion of this work to their Succeſlors, they 
chiefly ſet upon that which was moſt eſſential : they indea- 
voured to reform their Do{trine, and to eſtabliſh the true 
ſervice of God without any mixtures of Idolatry. 

You may yet further be pleafed to'take notice, that theſe 
two diſlenting parties have ſucceſhively been, and conti- 
nuz4d 1n the Church of Ezglazd to this very day : The one 
in vain hoping to get theſe Ceremonies rooted out of the 
Church, which were retained in the firſt Eflay of the Re- 
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formation, whileſt the other party have been fo far from 
quitting them, that they have every day made nearer ad- 
vances to them,and ſtudied how to ſymbolize more and more 
with the Church of Rowe ; introducing ſtill more of their 
corrupt pradtiſes, and ſome new Ceremonies of that Churchz 
and alſo ſowring with the leaven of Roxze, the holy Do- 
&rine of the Church of England. 

But yet, not to make all alike guilty, you may pleaſe to 
obſerve as we go along, That as at the beginning the Emgliſh 
Proteſtants, both People and Clergy, were divided into two 
Claſſes, the Conformiſts, and Nonconformiſts, or Puritans; 
likewiſe the Conformiſts were ſub-divided into two Claſles, 
whereof one, who were the moſt prevailing, and moſt fol- 
lowed by thoſe who have their portion in this life, did not 
only adopt thoſe Ceremonies and PraGtiſes that Cranmer, 
Ridley, and Cox, had retained at the beginning z but beſides 
them, they introduced others of the Church of Rozze, and 
inſenfibly corrupted the Dottrine of the Church of England, 
in giving a Roxwiſs ſenſe and interpretation to the Ortho- 
dox confeſfionof this Church, agreed on in King Edw. 6. 
days, and in the beginning of the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. The other party of the Conformiſts, who were the 
molt orthodox, the moſt approved, and the moſt'followed 
by the faithful people of God, have always been diflatisfied 
with, and have oppoſed their Brethren the Couformiſts, and 
their delign of introducing new Ceremonies and Pradtiſes, 
There were many of this Jaſt Clafs in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and her Succeſlor-Kings, as Jewell, Fox, Rudd, 
Smith, Reynolds, Carleton, Jerome, Perkins, Morton, Dave- 
ant, the two: Abbots, Grizdall, Hall, Ofper, Prideanx, 
Brownrig : and at this preſent, the Biſhops of London, Lin- 
. coln, and; Hereford, and ſome others, who have always kept 
faithful to the Doctrine of the Church of Exgland, and have 

always been of opinion, as they have openly declared, _ 
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theſe Ceremonies and Prattiſes which I have been ſpeaking 
of, ought to be ſuppreſſed, as being the cauſe of diviſion 
among thoſe who were united in matters of faith : But, 
above all, they could not indure that (pirit of perſecution 
with which their Brethren were animated againſt the Non- 
conformiſts; and they have told them, that this rigorous 
impoſing of the PraGiſcs and Ceremonies of Rowe, was not 
only contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, but-to the de- 
ſign which the firſt Reformers had in their eye, when in 
their tirlt beginning of Reformation they had thought it ne- 
cc(lary to retain ſome of the Romiſh Prattifes and Ceremo- 
nics, becauſe their deg was to uſe them as a bait to draw 
the Papiſts to our Religion ; but not as a hook, or ſcourge, 
to intrap, and hat thoſe Proteſtants who ſhould deny 
their Conformity to<thoſe Ceremonies : This hath been the 
judgment of John Hales, Joſeph Mead, Thomas Fuller, and 
Dr. Stil/ingflect. 

And certainly theſe good Biſhops of the laſt Claſs among 
the Conformiſts, were ſo far from this ſpirit of perſecution, 
that ſome of them, as Grindal/ Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
have either ſet up, or countenanced all over England the 
practiſe of private Aſſemblies, or Meetings, which were 
called Houſes of Propheſie, wherein the gifts of Propheſying, 
and expounding the Sacred Scriptures, were exerciſed, and 
where was kept up an exact practiſe of Piety. But as this 
practiſe did roo much increaſe the number of Puritans, who 
were _direQly contrary to that of Ceremonies, the corrupt 
part of the Church of Ezgland laboured all they could to 
diſcredit the uſe of it, and to look upon Grindal/ with an 
evil eye, who had firſt ſet it on foot, and he was forced to 
quit his charge, which was next beſtowed on Whirgift, a man 
fitter for their turn and ſervice. Carleton, Biſhop of Carliſie, 
was ſo great a friend to the Puritan-Miniſters, that he pub. 
liſhed the Lives of ſome of the eminenteſt among them, 
.as of Gilpin, and of John Knox. It 
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It remains for me now to prove, that at leaſt ſince the 
beginning of the Reign of King James, the corrupted par- 
ty of the Church of England has been daily making nearer 
advances to that of Rome : But this being matter of fat, 
which'one may either be an eyc-witneſs of, or may find up- 
on record, it will not be neceflary that 'I ſhould much in- 
fiſt, upon it, nor that I ſhould give: you a Catalogye of. all 
thoſe bad inſtruments, who for- thele fifry years, laſt pal, 
have filled England with their Books, which yet might have 
been pardoned them, if they had only reliſhed of Popery, 
and had not been infeQted with:-the venom of Arminia- 
niſm, Pelagianiſm, and Soctnianiſm, and the Maxims of 
Dr. Hobbes : ſach as were the Books of Heylin, Thorndike, 
Jeremy Taylor, Archbiſhop Bramhall, Pocklinton, Parker , 
Martyn,, Gregory Greybeard : for three Archbiſhops, Laxd, 
Brambal,, and 'Maxwell, who lived at the ſame time, were 
jointly reſolved to advance the Dottrines and Prattiſes of 
Rome, and to promote them in Ergland; Scotlend, and Ire- 
land : Heriry Dodwell hath not long ſince publiſhed a la 
Book, which -makes a great deal of .noife and ftir in the 
world ; . wherein he indeavours to prove, that where there 
1s no Epiſcopal Ordination like that of the Romiſh, or Er- 
glifþ Church, there isno true Church of Jeſus Chriſt, ng 
Sacraments, no Miniſtry, and no Salvation. I cannot flip a 
great Folio made by a Biſhop in Ireland, the whole Lofien 
whereof, is to ſhow'that Calzir, and all the Puritan par- 
ty, have, introduced Anarchy into the Church, that they are 
the real Antichriſts, the Peſts of the State, ar.d the Ene- 
mics of Secular Powers; that to give a firm and ſteady 
footing to the Regency of crowned Heads, and to give 
peace to the world ', this Calvinian Puritanical ſpirit ought 
to be expelled 3; and that none ang to preſume .to come 
near the perſons-of 'thele, Anointed of the Lord, but thoſe 
other anointed; who are the Biſhops 3 and that there is no- 

B thing 


[_ 20 |] 


thing more true than this maxim, No Biſhop, no: King. 
But 1f it were proper for me in-this: place to enlarge upon 
this ſubje&, I could ſhow that this'Maxim'is a fall as'the 
Turkiſh Alcoran ;, that the Intcreſts of Biſhops; / and [their 
practiſe, is utterly deſtruCtive of, and repugnant tothe efta-. 
bliſhment of Secular Powers : and whereas Epiſcopaty is 
the- firſt ſtep of aſcention to' the Popedom, . this is: that 
which Biſhops chiefly aim at, to' have a \Pope to- thett- 
ſelves, or ſome other Power very mwch: fnblirizlit { 
There.is not''in all Hiſtory one! Example of aBiſhop, 
that has any Whit contributed-to the making of- ai'King, 
unleſs he became tributary to their Miter: for even in thoſe 
places where the Pope hath no power, the Biſhops, as ſuch, 
will not pay their ſabmiffion to Kings, unlets upon this Con- 
fideration, that they have, like Moſes, 'the Sacerlotal Un- 
ion : for looking upon them as Temporal Princes;' they. 
fubmit them'totheir Charafter, and'make the Civil Power 
_—_ to the Eecclefiaſtick : they wilt admit the King; th 
this Sacerdotal Quality,” 'and as Head-of the Church; pres 
fiding at the Convetation of the Clepgy, tohave the powet 
to make' Ordinances and Canons for the regulation of the 
Church, by an Authotity dependent ion' Partiaments's! in 
which'they tell us; That Kings are but the-Exeoutors of the 
Commands of the Church';/forithe writ de Bacommunitrats 
rapiendo doth iffue from the'Spititual 6# Feelefinſticati Prince 
to the Temporal, to execute the cenſure Fudged tobe* ins 
fied by the Eccleſiaſtical,” This is the 'Dottrine' of: the 
Enghſþ Church as well as the Rowfh :, the Biſhops,-1even 
the refornied; ſpeak mutlh what like to Peter -Bartier, Bis 
ſhop of Montanbon, in his Speech tothe King at Rheimer, the 
83 Jute, 1654. where 'he ſays, That' the: iſops ate jthe 
head'to rute and gbvern, and' the mouth: off the- Church to 
fpeak 3 but the King is the' arm, and 'ightthand forithe 
execution of 'the Churches Decrces, © This is — 
; CS O 
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wF Rome;: De Mijoritate &- obedientia, & ibi glofſa z -onmes 
Princiges vg Ha-jepi obedire Petrus precipiebat. 

. 'Tis true, the Church of England do not fpeak ſo'grofly; 
but'.yet ſuppoſing the. King to be inveſted with a Papal 
power \independent on.the Civil,” it will not then be very 
wide from:the language of the Biſhop of Mecxtaubor : for 
BiſhapiHell-in the year 1640 made a long Speech to. the 
Heule pf Peers, wherein he indeavours to prove that the 
King «thor fingle; or refpe&ted as the head of the Convo- 
cathQg, £an make Canons as equally and (trongly binding as 
Laws, without the aſſent, concurrence, or ratificattion-of 
Panliament;wherehe is putting their Lordfliips 7-2 ind of the 
cautiynel gral{ iſe of the Chriſtian Church, ſince the firſt Synod 
of \ tbe, Apefples (As 15.) to this day; wherein (lays he) 1 
ſuppoſe it can never be ſhowed that ever any Eccleſiaſtical Cas 
ett 1 ade by the Thiſhaps and Clergy in Synods general, nti- 
ongl, provincial; were either offered or required to be confirmed 
by Parkiamertts i Emperors. and Princes, by whoſe Authority 
thoſe Sywods were called, have fiill given their power to the ras 
tificttion and; extortion of them, ' and none others ; and if you 
pleaſe.to lnok.intg the times within the ken of Memory, or ſome- 
what beyond it, Linwoods Conſtitutions which Parliaments cons 
firmed ys, dt lnjuritions of Queer Elizabeth 3 the Canons of 
Kong James, were never textlered to the Parliament for confir 
mation 4 and yet have ſo far' obtained hitherto, thit the Coe 
wernwent., of #he. Church '.mwas by them ſtill regulated 5 and 
awhereas, fays he, it is faid that we have made' Canons and 
Conſtitutions 3 Alas my Lords, we have made none, nor can 
«26, 10Fe then they can moke Laws - the Canons are (0 to the 
Ghiyrchyas Laws ane; for the Common-wealth : Now they do but 
rogare: legtm,'.they i 44 zot forre,- 01 (ſlincire legem; * that ts 
any far the King to do, it is-le Roy le Veule;, that of Bills 
makes Laws: :- ſ&.wis tf as to 'do in matters of: Canons, we 
ightiprapojymd, ſome Jnch conſtrtutions us we- ſhould think might 
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be uſeful; but when we have done, we ſend them to his Majeſty, 
who peruſing them cam adviſamento Conlilij ſui, and approving 
them, puts life into them ;, and of dead propoſitions, makes them 
Canons + as therefore the Laws are the King's Laws, and not 
ours ; ſo are the Canons the King's Canons, and not the Cler- 
gies. Dr. Stillingfleet comes not much ſhort of the Biſhop, 
in his Irenicum, p. 16. The grand uſe of Synods, and Aſſem- 
blies of Paſtors of Churches, is to be as the Council of the 
Church undo the King in matters belonging to the Church, as 
the Parliament 3s for matters of civil Government : and as 
the King for ſetling civil Laws, takes advice f thoſe per- 
ſons who are more verſed in matters of Law: ſo by proportion 
of Reaſon concarning the Church, they are the fittingſt Coun- 
cil, who have been the moſt verſed in matters immediately be- 
longing to the Church. 

On the other hand, Hiſtories are full of examples, which 
clearly prove, that that party which comes neareſt to- the 
Dodtrine and praGtiſe of the Calviniſts and Puritans, and 
which 1s moſt oppoſite to Rowe; that theſe, I ſay, have 
above all others obſerved the command of the Apoſtle to 
the Romans, C. 13. Let every ſoul be ſubje to the higher 
Powers. It was this party who moſt oppoſed the League 
betwagn Rome and Spain; who did fet the Crown upon 
the head of Henry IV : it was this party who eſtabliſhed 
the Family of the Stzarts in; this Kingdom 5 who deli- 
vered King James, then in his cradle, out of the hands of 
his Mother Queen. Mary, who was a Papift, and gave him 
the Crown before he had got the uſe of his tongue, and ex- 
erciſe of his. reaſon : it was this party who: reſtored the 
Crown to Charles Il, and who did as much for Lewis XII., 
in defeating the Conſpiracy of the Duke de Mortmorency, 
and the Archbiſhop: of Bordeaux ; nor did they leſs for 
Lewis XIV, during the Jaſt fitege of Paris ; to conclude, 


zhey made the King of Seder, Charles the II, to Reign, 
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who was the Father of G»ſftavus Adelphns. But (alas!) moſt 
of theſe Kings have paid them with ingratitude, and even 
perſecuted them at the inſtigation of the Biſhops, when 
their kindnefſes to them have. exceeded all poſhbility of 
equal acknowledgments. Berefieia eo nſq; lata ſunt, cum vis 
dentur exolui W ubi multum anteverere, pro gratia odiun 
redditur ; They have been treated as Rebels and Murther- 
ers, 'that had drawn their Swords againſt their King, where- 
as they neverdrew it but in his defence : they -haye requited 
'them as Baſil the Emperor. of Greege did one, who, having 
ſaved his life by cutting his bele, 'which had, intangled him 
in the horns of' a Stag, was put to death for, drawing his 
ſword againſt the Emperour. This Puritan-party, for their 
ſo cloſe adhering to the Doftrine, Diſcipline, and Life of 
(calvin, have been cloathed with Bears-skins and Lyons-skins, 
that thei whole kennel of Rowe, or their whelps:1n Exgland, 
being let looſe upon them, might. bait them with greater 
-rage and fury. ., And this the Lord What, by:a 
wiſe diſpenſation of Providence, which, will have judgment 
to _ at his own houſe, as St. Peter:ſays, and as 1t has 
been known by experignce over all parts of Europe. 

The Animoſities. of the Conformilts againſt the Non- 
conformiſts are ſo great,- that the fear they. are in, leſt the 
Parliament ſhould make ome Reformation, in. the Doctrine, 
and in ſeveral either ancient or novel practiſes of the Church 
-of Ergland, and ſhould touch. upon the zolz,zve tangere of 
their benefices and pluralitics, makes them not only to talk 
daily at their Tables, and joint-{ocieties.z but cven publick- 
ty to declare in their Books, that now being falling ffom 
Scylla to Charibadis, that is, from Popery to: Presbytery, they 
would rather embrace the Church. of Rowe, and turn Pa- 
piſts, thaw cloſe with the ſneaking Conventicles of the Pres- 
byterians, as you may ſee by that conſiderate exprethon of 
Dr. Parker in the next Paragraph. JO 
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But toleaxve'this digrefiton, and fall-again upon the-flib- 
_ Fe&'/in Hand;,' 'wherein:T was fpeaking of the fayourers :af 
Roe, in the Prelatical patty'oFithe. Ciuurch of. England - 
One Dr! Cheney in his Theoltogical:Collettionk,; capy/ 16, and 
Bramball againt Baxter, ' maintain - with, Thopeedihg in his 
Weiehts and Meaſures, That the” Church of: Rowe 1s a truce 
viſible Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 'and 'm no way.guilty of 
'Sehiſtn 1, Branhull: ſays,” pag. 117. 1t:55. a perritcinn: opinion 
of the Refbrined Oburches of France;. the. proyrifenows, lieense 
They gize tall" forts of te, Je or nogualified, not ot 
Tt; to-read, but to interpret the Holy:Spriptare ucrending to tbgir 
private ſpivit: or ' particular Re, pithont uy recard. titber 
of the Anulogy of Faith which they, underſtand\ nit; or the-in- 
terpretation of the Dot#ors of former ages. - tbis.T wmight-bet- 
«teÞ-{y,, 1s:pmore prejudicial, and moſt pernicious both! ta parts- 
«entar Chriſtfans, 'and10 vhaleyocicties, than thodwer-rigorans 
reſi tring 6f the Rontinifts": amd. fin pagan iiGolhe tells wh, 
2 aero Rid he bnrell of Roonie to be guilty'vf metrench- 
"2ng"q 7g ttt that he La Jabvation 1059/0 Gt (7 
Putter, in his !Preface- Before: Bilhop: Bravrbal's- Book, 
ſhows-a great! deal more kindneb. to. the Papilts;' than to 
'the: Puritans. =] miſt '$roe, ſays he; 4 greater; kindutſs for 
-the aan Catholiths, Is beihe'idn, Adagerſary mivecrlearned, 
21d h o be eXpecFed' more *rvilrand gentle!; and where they 
Z difſe: front 1s, they look 'npett v4ifandamental; ang ſd have :a 
* greater 'reaf9nfor therr differnt, than our Phanatical:Preebytari- 
* 215. And Mr. Antrew Marvell tells us mn bis Rehearſal; 2part. 
":279./That Parker told a Ladyof good quality, That in eaſe 
' Popery werecintroduted, he would be ove of the firſt to comply 
jth 7 Ana" no? fonbee would : many-. more do : far 
"they; Thrbugh the love'they'Bear vo Roxee,. do) ſpit! inthe 
: Lice the People of God mi ' the language of the faid 


"Dr."'Pzrker! - Riphy;,ip.56. That the Nonconformiſts mak \a 
gred? noiſe of the Lord Jeſns Chrilt;i ard getting an intereſt tt 
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kim, (aud tells ws fone Romances of the ſecret ambnire beiwint 
the\believikg foul, and the. Lord Jeſw Chriſt, aud. prodigions 
ſtaries: of \the'\ mtiraculoys' feats of \faith-1e the Lord Jeſus 
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 Heylin, one of the great Promoters of the Dodrines and 
Pradtiſes. of Rome, was a great admirer. af their ways, and 
of their near affinity with! Rowe : and ſptaking of \Nx..Co++ 
fins, who-was fince Bilbop of Durharr, andiviio wasthoilght' 
to be\mach.-againſt the Dofrine gf Rowre, \[ays.of him.ne-» 
verthelteſ, That the Devations be ſet. forth abgur: fifty: years. 
Ggace, ormore, gave the work agreat firſpition that he was: 
melinable to Papery ; and the frontiſplete 'of his Book did 
pat. it beyond all- peradventire. : for. un it he had «cauſed 
theſe; three Lettgrstobe.cut, 1, H, S. and a arofs incixeled; 
with a Gloryoxit, 3) es Wet hoe be AT nd + ann 
Joſeph He/l,one of the Biſhops: that \4id-moſt. vighrowly 
oppole not,-odly-the' defign of Lad, $c...of: mtroducing: 
the Dodtrines and:Geremorzescof Rome. both an the Church! 
and Univerſities:, - but: alſothat Apirii.ofperſecurion'ithar. 
aviniated: him\againſt the \Nowcorformiſts ;\.expreſies buniſet? 
1. a Letter he writ above threeſcore years ago; th this. man-+. 
ner to'Laxd, before he was Dean-or Biſhop; and when, bes: 
ing at Oxfurd; he made his furiaus: heat» appeatagatnſt. the. 
Puritans,” aod was a great, \Innovator.; andreſtificd 4 kinds; 
nets: fox OO Ceremonies of Rome: © 11 5 44 
- Decad,;3: Epiſtu5. $01 WilliatanFawd ,: expoſtulat ing. thei 
cauſe of bits left Religidn, Ko: \ 5 ul NN ny; K) 
- {would [knew where to ' find jou; then Tcould: tel. hogy to: 
tnke a:direth aim,\mbereas now I muſt-rove.and'conjetave 5. To 
day jou rare.in; the. terts af \the-Romaniſts,.to morrow v1convs,, 
the nextday between both; againft both *. our -Adverſaries thikl 
Jon ours; me theins.z jourro0nfeience: finds Journith bath; wud 
neither, 1 fretten you not, $hisxof yours'is the\warſt: of alb row 
pero15\ beat and»\cold havetheir uſes; lrhomarmng( 5 wed. 
4 [ for 
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for nothing, but 10 trouble the ſtomach : thoſe that are ſpiritu- 
elly kot, find acception 3 thoſe that are ſtark cold, have a leſ- 
fer rechoning 3 the mean between both is ſo much the worſe, as 
it comes nearer to good, ana attains it not. How long will you 
halt in this indifferency ? reſolve one way, and know at laſt 
what you do hold, what you ſhould cat off, eitler your wings 
or your teeth; and'loathing. this Bat-like nature, Le either a 
Bird or a Beaſt. 'To dje waverirg and uncertain, your ſelf will 
grant fearful. If you maſt *feitle,, when begin you £ If you 
muſt lcgiv, why mt nom? -\"18 dangerons deferring that whoſe 
want is deadly, and\whoſe opportunity is doubtful. 1s there any 
impediment which delay will abate? Is there any which a juſt 
ar ſwer cannot remove £ If you had rather waver, who can ſet- 
tle. you? But if you lowe. not inconStancy, tell us why you 
Stagger : be plain, or clſe you will never be firm. r GA 
All the Letters, Writings; and-Converſations of this great 
and worthy man,.are evident proofs that he loved Puritans 
in his heart; and.defired-to come nearer to the' Presbyter;- 
ans'and Noxconformiits,ieven:for. matters of Government : 
for he ſays, The diviſions of «the Church are either general, be- 
twixt our Church, and the other Reformed 5 or ſpecial, as 
thoſe within the boſome of our own Church : For the former, 
bleſſed be God there-1s no difference in any eſſential matter be- 
tmixt the Church of: England and her Siſters of the Reformati- 
on : We accord in every point | of Chriſtian Dodrine, without 
the leafs. vartation 3, theiripublith Confeſſions and ours, are ſuf- 
ficient convidtions to the world, of our full and abſolute agree- 
ment. The culy difference is, in the ſorm of outward Admi- 
riſtration ; wherein alſo we are” ſo. far agreed, as that we all 
prafeſs this . form not to be eſſential to the being of a Church 
( theygh . much: ixrporting the well, 'or. better being of it, accor« 
ding te the ſeveral apprehenſions thereof) : ' and that we-do- all 
retain a reverend-and loving pinion of each other in onr own 
fever 11, ways, not ſeeing any reaſon why fo poor a diverſity ſhould, 
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work any alienation of affetion in us one towards another, but 
withal, nothing hinders ( and this I moſtly aim at here ) but 
that we may come jet nearer 10 one another, if both may reſolve 
to meet in that primitive Government ( whereby it is meet we 
ſhould Loth be regulated ) univerſally agreed upon by all anti- 
quity, wherein all things were ordered and transſaed by the 
conſent of the Presbytery, moderated by one conſtant Preſident 
thereof. Laus Deo, nullum inter nos de Religionis ſubſtan- 
tia certamen, Theol. Gallus de diſcipl. Ecclefiz, c.t. An.1622. 
Inſtitut divini eſt, ut in omni cztu Presbyterorum unus fir 
qui ordine przcat & prxfit reliquis. Bez. de grad. Minilt. 
Evangel. Bp. Hall in his Peace-maker, fol. 560. c. 6. 

The particular account of his Life , which he himſelf 
drew up,doth confirm how great an affection he had for that 
Party. And as he loved the Puritans, ſo he had no affeftion 
for the Anti-Puritan , whom he thus deſcribeth : He who 
« hath a greater horror, and believes he commits a higher crime in 
not pulling off his hat, and being uncovered at the name of Je- 
ſus, than in taking the name of (20d in vain by ſwearing. 

But fince I am fallen upon the ſpecialties of his Life, of 
which he himſelf is the Writer; I cannot let ſlip one paſ- 
ſage here, which fully and clearly proves, that whereas in 
the beginning and firſt deſign of the Reformation, our Re- 
formers thought fit to retain ſome ceremonies of the Church 
of Rome, it was ſo far from bringing Rome nearer to us, or 
make it to conform to our Doctrine, that it was rather a 
Cord to draw us to its communion, and a means to make 
them hope, believe, be almoſt aſſured, that Erg/anvd would 
one day return into the boſome of her Mother again 3 
which an ingenious Gentleman 1]luſtrated by a moſt apt 
ſimilitude 'of a floating Veſlcl faſtened to a Rock by 
a Rope, ſo that if any in the Veſtcl ſhould have a mind to 
pull this Rock to them by the Rope, they would find their 
endeavours inſignificant — : for inſtead of gaining 
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their deſire, they would draw themſelves nearer to the 
Rock. Biſhop Boner having learnt that Cranmer and Rid- 
ley had retained ſome Ceremonies and Practices of the Ro- 
ziiſh Church, ſaid, That he doubted nor, lince their Broath 
went down with them fo well, but thcy would ere long 
come to feed upon their Beef too. And the Papiſts have 
always been in hopes, that knecling at the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, would in a ſhort time turn the Table to an Al- 
tar ; and that the objcEt of this kneeling or genufleCtion, 
would be bread and wine tranſubſtantiated 3 concluding 
thus with them(clves, That one of the relatives, as was the 
Altar, being once admitted, would foon bring in its corre- 
tative the Sacrifice. 

The truth is, we have in the Church of England proofs 
and teſtimonies enough to convince us, that the effe&t of 
keeping up the Ceremonies of Rowe, would be no leſs than 
this, viz, the incorporating of both Churches into one; 
and that-thoſe Ceremonies would be of the nature of lea- 
\ ven, which though little, was ſufficient to leaven the whole 

lump ; whereas 1n the Churches Reformed according to the 
Modcl of Calvin, which have always kept themſelves whole 
and pure- from any mixtures. of corruption, and have got. 
as/far'off from- Rome, as England is advanced. toit,: it is clear: 


otherwiſe. But'to return to. Joſeph Hall. 


 &Thad (faith he in the ſpecialties of his life) in. my 

*< journey to Spaw in Germary, a very hot diſpute with a 
<& Sorboxiſt, a Prior of the Carmelites, 1n the company of 
<« ſeveral Noblemen, and other perſons as well Ecclcliaſtical 
<as- Secitlar, very different both in Communion and Opint- 
* ons. The Sorboxiſt maintained ( and: there were ſome: of 
< the Proteſtants that joined with him). That! the Church 
*% of England belicved Tranſubſtantiation,: becauſg knesgling 
* at the Communion was looked on by thoſe of: the Rox 
cc miſh 
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* »;/h Church, and by all Proteſtants, except ſome Engliſh, 
<« 2s a conſcquence of Tranſubſtantiation 3 it being an ab- 
© ſatd and ricticulons thing to kneel at the cating of com- 
« mon bread, and drivking of common drink 5 that the 
« world had never hcard of kneeling at the Communion 3 
« and that it was never practiſed for the firſt Twelve Cen- 
« turies; and that when it began to be uſed, it was a con- 
« ſequence of Tranfubſtantiation 3 that if Tranſubſtantia- 
&« tion had been believed in the Church, before kneeling at 
& the Snapper ( as the Roman Cathlicks would have it ) at 
« [eaſt this genufleftion or Kneeling was never in uſe and 
_ Epradtiſe before the belief of Tranſubſtantiayon. That not 
« any Church of Calvir's Communion but Ergland, ever 
« praQiſed this genuflction: that if ſome Lutheran Chur- 
&« ches ufe it, it 15 in reſpe& of their Conſubſtantiation, 
« which is much a kin to the other: in a word, that there 
« is nothing more true than this, That kneeling had ne- 
<« yer been thonght of, had it not been for the Dottrine of 
« Tranſubſtantiation. 

This reaſoning ſeemed ſo plauſible to all the company, at 
leaſt to the greateſt part 3 and the applauſes which were 
given to the Frior, and to thoſe who maintained the ſtrength 
of it, were attended with ſuch a ſhout and - acclamation, 
that it was impoſſible for the Biſhop to diſabuſe them, in 
alledging the Rubrick, or the expreſs Declaration of the 
Church of Ezg/and ; which ſays in poſitive words, That 
this kneeling was to adore Jeſus Chriſt, and did not termi- 
nate in the Elements. 

This paſſage makes me to remember another I have read 
in a diſcourſe between Grinda// Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and Theodore Beza © this latter had written to the Arch- 
biſhop, that kneeling at the Communion was a great ſhock 
to'rrioſt of the Proteſtants, and a rock of offence, but was 
wholly grateful to the Papiſts, as being a Ceremony which 
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would go near to bring in Tranſubſtantiation : for Beza as 
yet had not heard of the Declaration contained in the Ru- 
brick, till Grizdal/ had made him acquainted with the Con- 
tents of it ; but being informed of it, he returned. this 
Apologue. 
« There was a certain great Lord, who, reſolving to re- 
« pair his houſe, and having made all neceſſary p= arati- 
« ons to that end, and finiſhed the ſtructure, left wy” 54 his 
« gate a great ſtone which he had had no occaſion for ; it 
& {cems this ſtone cauſed many perſons in the dark to ſtum- 
« ble and fall at it : Complaint hereof being made,. he was 
« deſired to have it removed out of the way ; but being a 
« long time obſtinate, he was at laſt perſwaded to hang a 
« Lanthorn over this ſtone : this being alſo: very trouble. 
< ſome, one of his friends took the liberty to.ſpeak to him 
&« about it, and ſaid, Sir, if you would be pleaſed to rid 
& your {elf of further ſollicitation, and quiet all parties, 
« cauſe this ſtone and candle to be taken away from your 
«© gate : This ſtone, ſaith Beza, is a ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
« 1t repreſents the kneeling at the Communion, as alſo the 
*< Rubrick repreſents the Lanthorn. Indeed the Lawyers 
« and the Judges look upon thoſe Laws to be- abſolutely 
« unprofitable, which cannot be underſtood, nor ſubſiſt 
* without Comments and Gloſles : and when Laws are ena- 
* Qed againſt Treafons, Murders, and Robberies on the high- 
< ways, they ſtand in need of Rubricks, Exceptions,.e*c. 
As then the Papiſts ſaw that they retained at the begin- 
ning of” the Reformation, many of their Ceremonies, they 
thereby conceived hopes, that they would be like a tree cut 
down, but not pluckt up by the roots, ſo that in time they 
might put forth new branches : ſo likewiſe the adopting of 
many of their Superſtitions and corrupt Dodrines, do con- 
firm their hopes, and makes them believe, That the paſſage 
would neither be long. nor difficult. from the Religion of 
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that corrupt party, unto the Religion of Rome. 

It iseaſie for me to verifie this by ſuch proofs as are in» 
conteſtable, taken from two ſorts of witneſſes, from thoſe 
who fear ſome great change in Religion, and thoſe who 
expreſs much joy in the hopes of-it. I could eaſily bring 
a cloud of witneſles of this hatter ſort, Engliſh, French, Ita- 
lians, Germans, &c. who publiſhed to the world the joy 
which they had to ſee Ergland in ſogood a diſpoſition to 
favour and embrace Popery. 

A certan Jeſuit, one Ch. M. in his piousSermon on the 51 
Pſalm, Printed in the year 1631. with the approbation of 
John Colvener, who was appointed to examine and licenſe 
thoſe Books that were to be printed at Doxay, ſaid, That 
it was needleſs to dwell long upon proots to ſhow the Maſs 
is a real and true Sacrifice, fince he ſaw Ezgland fo well 
diſpoſed to receive it, and that it ſet up Altars everywhere 
to that end ; which did neceſlarily import the conſequence, 
viz. atrue Sacrifice 5 Since the Altar and Sacrifices are cor- 
relative terms. 

Another Jeſuit in a Book intituled, Charity maintained, 
expreſles great joy in the proſpect of this-good work ( as 
Dr. Bray calls t ) which was then in hand : See what he 
ſays in his Preface, ſpeaking of the change which happer- 
ed in the Church of Ergland., and of its affinity with 
Rome. 

* The Doftrine is altered in many things : the Pope is 
* no longer Antichriſt : Images are tolerated : Predeſtina- 
<* tion on foreſeen works: Univerſal Grace : Inhcrent Righ- 
© teouſnels, are all granted, and free-will is preached up : 
« they have given to the 39 Articles a Catholique ſens : 
«* they acknowledg the Authority of the Church in deci- 
«* ding —xcgdies about matters of faith, and interpre- 
< tation of Scripture: In converſation and in writings they 


* now.more generally, and. with greater pleaſure make ufe 
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« of the more venerable names of Prieſts, and Altars :'the 
& Proteltant Religion 1s almoſt now grown weary of it 
« {cit; and to be a Calrirniſt in Erglard, is to be a Traitor, 
& and a Herctick : Linmbrs patrum, prayers for the dead, 
«* Juſtification by works, the poſſibility of keeping 
« the Commandments of God , now begin to be intro 
* duce. 

In the Writings of Heyli», Dr. Bray, Pocklynton, and a 
hundred others, there arc to be found convincing proofs of 
what this Jeſuit alledges : the Books of thoſe men, and ſuch 
as they arc, are only thoſe now that are cryed up and li- 
cenfed : ſo that it need not to be _wondred that the Popiſh 
Writers belicve them upon their own words, and have ga- 
thered great hopes, that Ezgland would not be long before 
It returned into the boſom of Rome. 

The French Hiſtorian, Du Cheſne, Siri an Italian, the 
keeper of Cardinal Mazarires Library, in his book D# cur- 
renti temipi; Gage in his Expedition to the I-dies, and his 
Voyage to Rozxre, diſcover all the Intrigues and Conferences 
which Cardinal Barberinz, and the Jeſuit Fitzherbert had at 
Rome, with ſome Deputics of Ezglard, to further and per- 
fect the work of Ezelands Redution to the obedience of 
the Pope : and they tell us, That the -perſons of greateſt 
learning and underſtanding of that Communion, were much 
rejoyced to perccive that England gave ſuch pledges of its 
return to Rowe, hoping that they would be followed with 
a ſpeedy and intire Union. 

But on the other hand, thoſe of the Church of England 
who were ſincere ard uncorrupted, with ſome Lords, and 
otaers of the Commons then aflembled in Parliament, in the 
year 1640, oppoſed the deſigns of the Canterlwrians, as 
they were then ſtiled, and made loud complaints againſt all 
thoſe that were' going after the Romiſh way : witnels the 


many Speeches that were then made by ſome of the Lords 
and 
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and Commons, F aulkland, Rydjer, Rorſe, Digly, &c, many 
of which 'were printed, and are. full of lamentations, and 
demonſtrations of deep ſorrow, in that they perceived the 
Ceremonies, Dodtrinesand Pradtiſcs, fo plcating to the 1 !'1144, 
to bz countenanced by the Biſhops who then ſat at the ircrn 
in Ergland, My Lord Fanl\lard was large? upon the ti;\- 
jet, ſaying, That the Biſhops and their Charlzins wore 
like to thole whom Thomas Aquiras ſpeaks of, whoſe deiign 
was not ſo much to divert men from (in, as to teach them 
how near they may come to the borders of it without com- 
mitting it. He ſaid, they boaſt of their Origine, and that 
they derive their ſucceſſion from the Church of Rowe, as if 
they had a deſire from a principle of gratitude to return to 
that Religion, or that Church,from which they had departed; 
or Elſe by acknowledging their crror, to reccde from it, and 
embrace that FaGtion which they had abandoned. He alſo 
taxcs the beſt of them for endeavouring to introduce Po- 
pery into England, and Papal Authority ; that is to ſay, de- 
ſiring to ſubject the people to the Clergy, and that by a 
blind and abſolute obedience, ſuch as is that ſubmiſſion to 
the Pope 3 but he particularly declaims againſt the ſpirit of 
perſecution and barbarity, whereby brethren roſe up againſt 
brethren, and were under grievous ſufferings, whilſt the Pa- 
piſts found at leaſt as much, if not more favour, than thaſe 
who were members of thcir own body. | 

Alſo there were ſome perſons, at the time of the Convo- 
cation of the Clergy of England, although indecd not ma- 
ny, who did ſecond my Lord Faulkland, as Daverant, Mer- 
tor, Hall, boldly diſavowing the favouring of the Dottrines 
and, Ceremonies of the Church of Reme. Dr. Waxmcſiry 
{poke againſt Tmages that were-hung up in ſome: Churches, 
and againſt Candleſticks filled with Candles, . though not 
Iighted 3 and he fail, That they were a fit Emblem of car 
ignorant and unprofitaile Clergy, which filled up the Candle- 
ſticks of our Churches, but gave no light. 'Tis 
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'Tis true, the timorouſheſs of ſome of the Kings of Erg- 
land, dreading a Dagger and Piſtol, made them a little to 
yeild, and to ſhew favour to the Papiſts, which they would 
never have done, if they had but had the courage of Queen 
Elizabeth, or if they had not attempted their Lives. In the 
year 1599, when King James was only King of Scotland, 
and feared the Romiſh party would, if they could, hinder 
his ſucceſſion to the Crown of Exglard, he wrote Letters 
full of flattery to Clement VIII, | Raſhworths ColleRions, 
Pag. 167.) to gain his good c{teem, and concluded one of 
them with theſe words, Beatitudinis tne Obſequentiſſimus 
filius 3, and belides, 25 years after, the fright the King was 
put into by an attempt upon his perſon, made him to re- 
ſolve a little before his death, to receive the Overtures and 
Propoſitions made him to re-eſtabliſh the Romiſh Religion 
in — 29 as 1s evident by the Memoirs of Mr. D' Ageant, 
and of the Archbiſhop of Ambruve, as alſo by thoſe of Mr. de 
Baſſompierre : He wrote to Orban the cighth, Letters full of 
ſubmiſſion, in which he acknowledged the Pope to be the 
Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt upon earth, and Governour in chief 
of the Catholick Church, 

Thoſe terrors which the Pope fills the hearts of Kings 
withal by his cruel and devilliſh attempts upon their lives, 
have always had the ſame ſucce(s, and have ingaged Princes, 
either to receive, or to confirm Popery in their Dominions: 
Witneſs Henry IV of France. 

Surely it 1s impoſſible but that a Religion which is pro- 
pagated by ſuch infernal means, muſt be a moſt helliſh and 
devilliſh Religion; and yet the Popes and. Jeſuits are fur- 
niſhed with no better. And this is the reaſon why they 
cannot indure Ariſtocratical Governments, nor Common- 
wealths, becauſe where many are aCtually intcreſled in the 
Government, they are not afraid of the three notorious In- 
ſtruments of Rowe, the Dagger, the Piſtol, and the Poiſon, 
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and fo conſequently cannot be cbliged by ſuch terror to rc” 
ceive Popery 3 whereas in a Monarchical State, it 1s but ta- 
king away the Life of one man, and the bulineſls is done, 
and the ſcene of affairs ſhifted to their own purpole. 

But however, whether by diſlimulation or reality, whe- 
ther by fear or inclination, when once a King liſtensto ſuch 
Propoſals, and eſpecially when a Clergy that is no violent 
Enemy to Rome, backs them, it is a very ſtrong argument, 
and a ſhrewd fign that the Papiſts beyond-ſea are in a conti- 
nual expettation of Erglands re-union with them. 

Now that this deſign of carrying on the Romriſh Intereſt, 


, hath been ſtrenuoufly purſued and advanced ever fince the 


happy Reſtoration of His Sacred Majeſty , by the Prelatical 
party,”1s a thing both ſo viſible and deplorable, that it ſtands 
not in ſo much need of proofs, gs of our tears. The good 
Biſhop Browprig (hed many at the foreſight of it ; a lpirit 


© of prophecy ſeizing of him ſome moments before his death, 


and a few months before the Kings Reſtoration, he ſtarted 
up one day from his Conch where he lay, out of a flumber, 
and broke out into theſe words : I am ſure the King will 
be reſtored ;, but 1 foreſee that at the ſame time he will bring 
along with him a Canterburian Train, that will be loath to 
part with a rag of their Surplice to bind up the wounds of the 
Church. That ſweet and mild ſpirit which animated this good 
Biſhop, was far different from that hot furious ſpirit of per- 
ſecution which has tranſported his Brethren, and which has 
inſtigated them to ſeparate from their own body fo many 
Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, arrogating to themſelves alone 
the title of true Proteſtants, though in truth they make not 
up the fiftieth part of that number. 

This hath been their carriage eſpecially towards the 
Churches in France - for whereas before the taking of Ro- 
chel, they were in ſuch a flouriſhing con:lition, that the 
third part of the Novility were of the Reformed Keligion,; 
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and of Eight Marſhals of Frarce, four were Proteſtants z 
yet then that Party of the Church of Ergland which be- 
gan to entertain kind thoughts of Popery, and were much 
inclinable to the way of Rome, did retain ſome reſpect for 
thoſe Churches, and owned the Ordination of their Mini- 
ſters to be good and legitimate, and they not to need-any 
any other re-ordination. 

The Biſhops, Doftors, and Profeſlors of the Univerſities, 
did publickly own themſelves to be of the ſame Communi- 
on with Calvin, and never mentioned his Name openly 
without veneration and reſpect : 'But alas! inſtead of things 
going after this manner, they quite changed face, and turn- 
ed about; and ſince, the flouriſhing ſtate of the Church is 
not- only upon its declenſion, but even upon the brink of 
ruine : for the Prelatical party have razed the Proteſtants 
out of the Catalogue of the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
want of Epiſcopal Ordination. Calvin has not only loſt his. 
credit with them,but was turn'd into Ridiculc,and look'd on 
as a Phanatick and a Rebel; the Ordination of their Mini- 
{ters was adjudged null and void. In-a word , that party 
ſoon practiſed the Maxime of Cefer Borgia, Cole felices, fuge 
ztiſeros; be a friend. to thoſe in proſperity, but ſhun the 
miſcrable. 

[t is not unworthy our obſcrvation, what my Lord Ca- 
filezrain, a Roman-Catholick, and Husband: to the Dutcheſs 
of Clevelard, mentions in his Book againſt Dr. Floyd, con- 
cerning this ſame party : Sure (ſaith he) thoſe mer that per- 
feente others, are beſides themſelves :. for if they ſhould go but 
to reckon themſelves np together with all their adherents, they 
woxld find they are net the fixib part of. the Reformed people 
iz krgiand, {912 they thus abaſs. In pag. 18, he adds very 
1.c1cioullv, Thu they kave not much. reaſon to repreach the 
/ 044m Catholicks for the Parifian Maſſacre, that of Ireland, 
w:d 1c Gunpowdgr-Piot on the Fifth of November 1605, 
Erce that thoje Miſſures were committed only upon thoſe per- 
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Jons whom Rome had anatkematized and proſuriled as Here- 
ticks and Apoſtates 3 and it was ncter known that Rome per- 
ſecuted (as the Biſhops do) thoſe who adhere to the ſame Do- 
arine and Faith with themſelves, ard eſtabliſhed an Irquiſti- 
on againſt the Bigots among them , nor againſt the profiſſors of 
the ſtrifeſt piety. 

He might very well have added, That the Prelatesinthcir 
proceedings have exceeded the barbaronſneſs of the hea- 
thens in the perſecution of the Chriſtians z for inſtead of 
puniſhing Informers and the buſte Inquititors of Chriſtians, 
whoma'lthe world looks upon with infamy and deteſtation, 
they have put inferior Magiltrates upon Rewarding thoſe 
Informers, and Puniſhing thoſe that refuſe to execute thoſe 
Severities, or are not not diligent to execute fuch Crueltics 
againſt Nonconformilſts, as could hardly be equalled by the 
Barbarians. Certainly Trajan uſed more moderation to 
Chriſtians, than the Prelates do now to the people of God); 
for although he ordered that when the Chriſtians were ac- 
cuſed and condemned, they ſhould be puniſhed; yet he 
would not have them ſearched for: (onquerendi non ſunt, (i 
deferantur &- arguantur, puniendi. In one thing they equal 
the Cruelty of thoſe Pagans (and it is only for that reaſon ) 
who puniſh Chriſtians not for their Religion, but for their 
obſtinacy, Pliz. lib. 10. Epiſt. 97. Pervicam certe &+ inflexi- 
, bilem obſtinationem debere puniri, non dubitavi. 

How do they alſo imitate Rome in their manner of gain- 
ing Proſelytes by the pleaſing-bait of Benefices ! for it is 
rarely ſeen that any come over from Rowe to the Puritan 
party, who have no more Benefices to beſtow than the Pa- 
pal Councils, which made /Emeas Sylvixs to ſay, That he 
found more perſons to ſide with the Pope than the Coun- 
cils, and who ſet up the Pope above Councils, than he 
found thoſe that poſtponed the Pope to the Councils. Not 
but that there are ſome ſuch excellent Proteſtants who ſce 
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as much reaſon to abhor the ways of the Church of Erg- 
lai, as thole of Rome; and prefer a good Conſcience ina. 
meaner ſphere, to all the Grandure and Pomp of the 
world. 

But, without a longer digreſſion, to return to that good 
man before-mentioned, Biſhop Brownrig, who, if he were: 
now alive, could not be able to ſee this ſpirit of rage and 
cruelty, without horror, or at- leaſt without pity 3 and he 
would believe that for certain the hour of the Prince of 
darkneſs was come, or was very near, in which the Papiſts 
were ready to cut all our throats, I. mean all the Prote- 
ſtants, without diſtin&tion of Prelates, Presbyterians, Inde- 
pendents, &*c. And though theſe Enemies of our perſons 
and Religion take advantage.from our. diviſions, yet are 
not we BR wiſe to join together in brotherly love and ami- 
ty, but one party of theſe Proteſtants riſes up againſt the 
two other, aud perſecutes them almoſt with as much cruel- 
ty as the Papiſts would exerciſe upon all the three, and that 
too for a more frivolous cauſe, only becauſe ( forſooth 
they refuſe to ſubmit to the Ceremonies of the Church; 
which- they themſelves own to be indifferent, and in their 
own nature are, if not ſuperſtitious, at belt impertinent, 
being no ways cflential to falvation.. And what can be more 
inhuman, cruel, and barbarous, than to.drag Chriſtians, Pro- 
ic{tants, and married perſons, meerly upon. this account; out 

of their houſes, and to rend them from their wives and 
children, baniſhing them from their Countrey, or tranſports 
ing them . as flaves into new. Plantations and Colonies? 
as- we have lately had a remarkable 1nſtance hereof. in thole 
Sixty and odd perſons whoſe very condition this was. 

Now would, not this good: Bithop draw this inconteſta» 
ole Conclution and Argument when he ſhould ſee perſons 
ſo oppoſite in Doctrine and Practiſe to the Church of Rome, 
alcd after ſuch a. barbarous manner, that the Papiſts have 
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all the reaſon in the world to hope, and to flatter themſclves 
that this good work ( as they call it ) is half done to their 
hand, ns that it will in a ſhort time be compleated, though 
they ſhould not contribute any further help, ſince that of 
thoſe parties who make up molt of the Nation, and with 
whom their chief concern lies, the one does ſo much be- 
friend them, as to endeavour the utter deſtruction of the 0- 
ther who are their mortal enemies. 

Laſtly, If this holy Biſhop had lived to ſee the Book of 
another Biſhop who reſembles him, at leaſt in goodneſs and 
ſincerity, I mean Thomas Barlow Biſhop of Lincoln; if he 
had, I ſay, ſeen but that Book wherein he proves with the 
greateſt conviction in the world, Thar the Pope, the Reli- 
gion, and the Church of Roe, are only built upon ſeditious 
and deteſtable Principles, cemented with lyes, cheats, frauds, 
impoſtures, blood, and uſurpations: furcly he would have 
made this refleftion on the carriage of his- Countreymea 
and Brethren, That this behaviour diſcovers them neither 
to: have piety nor reaſon ( 1f perhaps they ever had ) to 
covet to be the Apes and imitators of choſe perſons who 
have no other delign in engaging them to be of: their. (ide, 
but only that they may the more caſily cut their throats. 

Certainly; if the Learned Dean of Canterbury, Dr. Til- 
lotſon, had underſtood what inhuman ufage thofe ſixty and. 
odd perſons met with, and upon what fcore, he would nor 
have failed in his-moſt excellent Sermon on the fifth of Ne- 
vember, to have put that ſpirit which was the promoter of 
that perſecution, 1n the number of thole Seven which our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpoke of, which were worle than Fe thit 
raiſed them: and if he condemns all fiery ſpirits, evea t9- 
wards the greateſt enemies of our Lives and our Religion 5 
Would not his heart have riſen at the thoughts of ſuch a - 
Perſecution, when.of two parties that-profets one and. the 


fame Faith, and whoare both Proteltants, one. thould. perſe- 
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cute the other in a more ſavage and cruel manner than ever 
Dzoclefan did the Chriſtians. 

The preſent ſtate of the Afﬀairs of Ergland, which pro» 
miſcs that the next Parliament will baniſh out of the King- 
dom this ſpirit of Perſecution, makes me that I cannot for- 
bear repeating the words of this worthy Doctor, to incite 
the Grave and Noble Senators to put on bowels of com- 
paſſion, aud to perſuade the corrupt part of the Clergy, 
which is now the moſt prevailing with us, to lay altde their 
{pirit of fiercencls and cruelty, which hath cauſed the groſs 
of the people of England for above theſe hundred years to 
groan under the yoke of Romiſh Ceremonies. 

His Sermon is upon the paſſionate behaviour and carriage 
of the Apoſtles againſt the Samaritans, Luke 9. 55, 56, and 
upon their unchriſtian ſpirit and miſtaken zeal; where there 
is a continued paraphraſe on the words of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt againſt this ſpirit of perſecution : © You know not 
* what manner of ſpirit you are of z which is as if he had 
* ſaid, You own your ſelves to be my diſciples, but do you 
<* conſider what ſpirit now aQts and governs you ? not that 
<* ſurely which my Doctrine deligns to mould and faſhion 
* you into, which is not a furious, and perſecuting, and de 
< ſtrudtive ſpirit; but mild, and gentle, and ſaving, tender 
*of the lives and intereſts of men, even of thoſe who are 
* our greateſt Enemies : You ought to conſider, that you 
< are not now under the rough and ſowr diſpenſation of 
* the Law, but under the calm and peaceable inſtitution of 
* the Goſpel, to which the ſpirit of El;as, though he was 
* a very goo man in his time, would be altogether unſuit- 
* able 3 God permitted it then under that imperfect way of 
< Religion; but now under the Goſpel it would be intole- 
*rable : for that deſigns univerſal love and peace, and good 
« will and now no difference of Religion, no pretence of 


* zeal for God and Chriſt, can warrant and juſtifie this paſ- 
flonate 
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* fjonate and fierce, this vindictive and exterminating ſpirit, 

What ſhall I ay of our two Univerſities, which in a 
great meaſure have loſt their beauty {ance they have ſo gree- 
dily ſuckt in that poyſon of Pelagianiſn, Socinianiſmr, and 
Popery? A perſon of great worth, and a member of their 
body, though he be not in their opinions, but is as Let in 
Sodom; told me, That had it not been for Dr. Tul/y and 
himſelf, thoſe Hereſies would have infe&ted the whole U- 
niverlity of Oxford ; but they had ſome private Conferen- 
ces with many of the belt diſpoſed youth, and gave them 
ſuch wholeſome Inſtruftions, as might be a ſufficient Medi- 
cine to preſerve them from the poiſon of thole Peſtilential 
Hereſics. 

Wholoever will take the pains to peruſe a late Book in 
Latin call'd CELEOSMA, &c. which calls aloud to the ho- 
neſt and Orthodox Members of the Chutch of England, 
will be informed that the prevailiag and -mo!t numerous 
party of that Church have been thele twenty years endea; 
vouring to make their advances towards Rome, and have run 
themſelves into Pelagianiſm and Jocinianiſm {cofhngat, and 
deriding thoſe who get ' as - far from Rome as they can in 
their Doctrine and Practiſe, whether they be any of their 
own body, or of them whom they call Presbyterians, Indc- 
perdents, Purit ars,0r Faratiths, they have accuſed them all 
alike guilty of the death of that Royal Martyr Charles the 
firit of happy memory. Their Books are and have becn a 
conſtant Satyr and invective againſt the {tncere and irre- 
proachable piety of the Pyritans; and aftera moſt blaſphc- 
mous manner do Dr. Parker, Sherlock, Scrivener, Hickrin- 
gill, George Bull, Wetenkall, Bramball, Ianatins Fuller, &c. 
ſpeak againſt God and his Saints. 

Dr. Patrick - ( and he isone of the beſt among a hundred 
of them) joins hands with them in burle{quing upon ther 
Dottrine of Imputative Righteouſnc, and of that fiduciary 
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relying and recumbency of a poor finner upon the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift by faith. I will cite you ſome paſſages in his 
Book called the Pilgrim, for the proof of this: A modiſh 
and conrtly faith it is, which fits ſtill, and yet ſits you in the 
lap of Chriſt ; it paſſes under jo many rames, that 1 cannot 

und to number them all now. It is called a caſting 
of our ſelves upon Chriſt, a relying on his Mercies, 
ſhronding our ſelves under the robe of his righteouſ- 
meſs and though ſometimes. it -is called a going to 
hint for ſalvation, yet there is this myſtery inthe buſineſs, that 
'yout may go, and yet not go; you may go, and yet ſtand ſtill; 
you may caſt your jelf upon him, and not come to him ; or, 
if you take one little ſiep, and te at the pains to come to hint, 
the work is done, and you need not follow him : it is indeed 
a reſting, not a travelling grace ;, and ſuch a grand ſecret there 
is in it, that a man may reſt before he ſtirs a foot; he may 
ſear en Chriſt, and approach no nearer - him than he was be- 
fore 5 he may lay hold on kim, and yet remain at a great di- 
ſtance from him 5, it will carry you to the end of the way, be- 
fore you are at the beginning ;, the very firſt ſtepis to ſtay your 
ſelf; the very beginning of its motion , is to-be at reſt. Do 
you not ſee a ſtrange enchantment in it already 2 Is it not a 
Magical operation, or mich beholding to ſtrength of fancy, and 
the Witchcraft of imagination £ For my part, I ſhould take my 
ſelf to be in a worſe cordition than Crelinius was, if 1 ſhould 
be accuſed of vending ſuch drugs, and dealing in ſuch dan- 
gerous charms. 1 would grant that my enemies had canſe to 
exclain, and ſhould never exped to clear my ſelf, if I ſhould be 
crarged with ſuch incantations : There is no jugling ſo artifi- 
cial whereby [ could hop? to hide the deceit, if I abuſed the 
world with theſe Impoſizzres. All the lewd men in the world are 
wellcontent to take this journey, which may be finiſhed atoxe 

P. | 
4 He gocs on 1n the ſame ſtrain : There is not a ſoul ſowick- 
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ed ( ſays he ) but fancies all his (rs are covered by Chriſt his 
righteouſneſs : it is the ſweeteſh thing in the world to'caſt them- 
ſelves into Chriſt: his arts, and expe& not to'go, but to be car- 
ried to heaven. | 
And pag: 143, 1444: he Jaughs'at ſuch notions ,. how that 
believing is nothing elſe but a relying on Jeſns Chriſt for ſal: 
tion, a fiducial recambency upore hint, a caſting our ſelves wholly 
»pon hims, and his merits, or an applying of his righteowſneſs to 
our ſouls: and if you throw a#/ other phraſes after'hins ( one 
would think he' means: the low Proverb of throwing. old 
ſhooes after one ): which tell nsit is a taking of Chriſt, a lay- 
ing hold of him, a cloſing with hine, yow ſhall do the better, aud 
more certainly ſecute your” ſelf from being deceived. Sure this 
Dotor either did never read, or at that time thmk of Fu- 
cobs wreltling with the Angel; whom: he would not let go 
before he had bleſt him. 
 Butabove all, in pag. 149, he turns into rafllery that 
holy Dottrine of the Proteſtants concerning juftificatron' by 
faith, and the righteouſneſsof Jeſus Chriſt which is impuv 
ted to us in the manner as it is eſtabliſhed, not only in the 
holy Scripture, but explained and made clear by the firſt 
Reformers; and by the Authors of the Articles of the Em 
gliſh Confeſſion, and of the Homilies by Catoir, Martyn, Be- 
za, &c. 1n this cited place , he compares the reliance -upon 
Chriſt his righteouſneſs and merits, with 'a perfons relying 
upon his Maſters Merits , and depending only on the worth 
and ſufficiency of bis Lord ; he truſts in his goodneſs for the 
pardon.of all his fanlts, and hopes ke will eſteem him 4 good 
ſervant, becauſe he is a good Maſter ;, ke leans upon his arms, 
and cloſes faſt «bont hine, and is reſoived not to let him: go, till 
he hath paid hins his wages ke embraces him hindly, and: hopes 
be will account him right tons, becauſe he is ſo himſelf's a pu 
4 word, he applies to himſelf at the good works his Maſter 
hus performed s ant prays to be excnſed if he doth not Bis 0y- 
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fe becauſe his Lord can do it better. 

" Was ever the Play called the Cheat, or the Bartholomew- 
Fair by Ben Johnſon, or the Friendly Debate, fill'd with worſe 
ſcurrilous and venomous ſtuff than theſe are? Who would 
think that ſuch ſweet and honey-mouths, had ſo much of 
gall in the heart ? 

To be ſhort, Dr. Patrick, makes no other account of ju+ 
ſtification by faith, but of an hearty aſlent to the truth of 
the Goſpel], and an endeavouring to live according to it. 

If thar Doctor, who reſembles Cregory the firſt, the beſt 
of bad Fores, and the worſt of good ones, does in fo erro- 
neous a manner run away from the Church of Ezgl:d, as 
it Wa: 2v0ut 2 hundred years ago, and from all the Prote- 
ſtant Divines, as well Lutherans as Cal:ini/ts, as well Eng- 
liſh as French 5 What ſiniſter judgmear may be made of a 
hundred of his Collegucs, who are muc!1 inferior to him 
both in the profeſſion of holineſs of Doctrine, andof Life ? 

I would take for example Dr. Jeremy Taylor, Biſhop, in 
Treland, one of the moſt learned men that Exg/ard or Ire- 
Lind ever produced, but yet who is the ſame; or ratherVies 
with Dr. Patrick, about the Doctrines that are quite dif- 
ferent from the firſt Reformation in the time of King Ed- 
ward the ſixth, tor he denies Original fin ; he fays with the 
Poet, 


——Lex et non pena perire. 


That death is a Law of Nature, and not a puniſhment of 
ſin. That Concupiſcence is not a ſin, neither in thoſe who 
are baptized, nor 1n thoſe who are not. He eſtabliſhes the 
works of Supererogation, and the conjunction of the grace 
of God with the ſtrength of man, which give their mutual 
aſſiſtance to the working of mans ſalvation. And in p. 258. 
of his Liberty of Prophecying , he has ſuch expreſſions as 
would make one almoſt to queſtion whether he believed the 
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Trinity or not:: for there he tells us , That the Trinity is, 
as much as Tranſubſtantiation, contrary to reaſon cither 
natural or ſupernatural : An aflertion as falſe as is the 7yr- 
kiſh Alcoran ;, for the Holy Trinity is as much grounded on 
reaſon, as the three Faculties, the Vegetative, the Senſitive, 
and the IntelleCtual ; which being really and diſtinaly in 
Man, do nevertheleſs att, and are moved by one and the 
ſame principle. But he has ſet forth a large Book, where he 
ſtrongly proves, That Religion ought not to be eſtabliſhed 
by perſecution; for it-is contrary to the very ſpirit and 
temper of Chriſtianity. 

Wherein the DoCtor's conduct has been diametrically op- 
-polire to the carriage of thoſe who are joined with him in 
the deſign and endeavour of his getting near to Rome: for 
theſe, at the ſame time that they have made ſhipwrack con- 
ccrning the Faith, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, have broken off all 
Charity towards their Brethrcn , and have cloathed them- 
ſelves with the ſpirit of animolity , malignity, and perſecu- 
tion ; and, after they have abandoned God and his truth, 
they've revenged themſclves of that loſs, by that of love 
and affte&ion towards thoſe, whoſe purity of Doctrine, and 
holineſs of life have been a. continual reproach and eye-forc 
to them, ighdapordayndtor, which 1s a thing that Dr. Taylor 
has never done: for how erroneous ſoever that Doctor 
was as to matter of Dodtrine, he was yet endowed with 
two very excellent qualities 3 the one, that he was of a moſt 
exemplary life, as he did ſufficiently teſtifie it in his carri- 
age, and by his Writings; the other, that he had an affectt- 
onate tenderneſs, and love, and pity, tor thoſe who did not 
agree with him cither in the profe{tion of the fame do- 
Ctrine, or in the practiſe of Ceremonies 3 in which he dif- 
fered very much from his brethren in the work of the Mt- 
niſtry, who fatisfie themſclves with the profeflion of a ſuper» 
ficial piety; who calily do digeſt and ſwallow non-reſtdency, 

E 3 | plura- 


OE 
plurality of benefices, and preaching .by a deputy, and the 
divertiſement.of the Play-houſe, or of a pack of Cards 
and who inſult over ſuch as Baxter, Owen, Anneſly, Ferhins, 
Bates, Watſon, How, and the reſt, for driving men to de- 
ſperation, and ſo to, hell, by too ,rigoroully preſſing the pra- 
iſe of piety. That is the Trarum cauſa, .&* hinc ille lachry- 
74 ; and why they mortally hate thoſe holy perſons. But I 
cannot hut ſtrangely wonder why they do not put St. Pay 
amongſt fuch hermneDivine, from whoſe mouth and pen 
Hlued forth more ſevere and thundring doGrines.and mena- 
ces than. ever came from Mr. Baxter, &c, and that they do 
not blot out,of their Bibles this holy Apoſtle's rowſing. ſay- 
ing, 2 Cor. 5. 10, That we must all appear before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriit , that every one may receive accortling to 
that he hath done, whether it be goal or evil. And. who tells 
us, That ,thoſe that live after the fleſh, ſhall dye 5 and who 
teacheth no other, doCtrine than 'that . of the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt, -That- at the day of Judgment we muit anſmer for every 
zdle thought and word : and except we be converted, and our 
righteouſneſs, exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall 
by no means enter into,the Kingdom of heaven. 

But: yet there is nothing that moxe evidently difcovers 
the carriage of theſe corrupt Church of England men, than 
the due conſideration of thoſe. whom they perſecute, as to 
their temper, condu&, and behaviour; thoſe have remained 
ftill the ſame: or if they have changed, it has been from 
good to better: they have always been retreating farther 
from the doctrines and practiſes of the Romaniſts, as the 0- 
thers have been advancing nearer to them. None can find any 
weakneſs in their reaſons, error in their doctrine orpraCtiſes, 
not in the many Remonſtrances. they have made to the Bi- 
ſhops : In the conferences they have had with them, it was 
not truth, nor realon, nor {ncerity.prevailed, but the beſt 
(word, or ſtoutelt lungs , or-he «hat ſtood on the higheſt 

ground 
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ground. magnifying his,capagity (with his:pluralities.and dig- 


nities, that carried:yhe ay. 

The word .of God and right zeafon, were the foundati- 
on that theſe: built, their diſcqurſes, 0n,.in oppolition to the 
impoling of -Ceremonies , and the practiles of Roxe , .the 
force of which. could never be cnervated, ,but has remain'd 
unmovable, foritheſe hundreg-years. 

&« That the Conſtitutions and-lnyentions of men, ground- 
£ ed.on.the. will af man, ang,not.upon any civil necelity, 
* ordivineright, the pradtiſe,of which are, commanded in 
« the outward ſervice of God, upon pain of excommunijca- 
* tion, and being. put qut. ab offecio & beneficio, are contrary 
<« to the:-ſecand Commandment 3 and.as-the, Church of Exg- 
# [and hath ;renounced ;communiou , with the -Chuzch 'of 
« Rome in. matters of! dottrine, ſhe ought alſo upan .the 
fame. ground both. of ;prydence and ,conſcience, .to refuſe 
« all. other ;ognformity .with ;ber, ſince that the ſame, cauſe 
* which moves us 40.quit .whatfoeyer is corrupted in. the 
<«« Dodttrine, ſhould.alfo oblige us to abandon whatſpever -1s 
« ſuperſtitious. in. the ſervice and diſcipline of Rowe ;,at leaſt 
* what ſhocks weak and tender conſcjences, and which are 
* owned to be things purely indifferent, .by thoſe-that. {6 
<« rigoroufly.impoſe them. 

*;Theiforce of the argument which js uſed to prove-that 

-+ kneeling at the:Sacrament is ,a (in, could never yet be re- 
« futed by thoſe that are the ſubtileſt advocates of that 


-< practile. 


If that which 1s of divine inſtitution, as was the bra- 
\<,zen Serpent, ought .to:be raken away when once,it began 


'*.to be abuſed. to; Idolatry 5. by a Reafon then, ,fortgori, 
4 kneeling at. the Sacrament ſhould be-laid afide, which not + 
-* only has took. 1ts: origine from an abominable dodtrine, 
- but 1s of human inſtitution,.and which was never.,pradt- 


{cd cither by. Jeſus. Chrilt, .or -by the Church, for aboye 
I 293 
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-< 2260 years; and which in one word 1s a natural conſe. 
« quence of Tranſubſtantiation : Not to inſtance how ridi- 
« culous-and fooliſh, the Papiſtsthemſelves do account kneel- 
< ing, where there isno objett of adoration and worſhip: ; 
< and how they reckon us as either profane, or not-well in 
« our ſenſes, to-perform ſuch a&ts with regard only to ele- 
& ments, which are no more the objctts of worſhip, than 
< was the Garlick and Onions of Egypt ; and by this kneel- 
<« ing the Papiſts are more confirmed in the belief of Tran- 
< ſabſtantiation 5 and that they have good reaſon to ask 
< ustheſe queſtions. - 

« Tf at the Sacrament you worſhip as we do, why do not 
<« you believe as we do, the ſame obje&t of Adoration ? 

* If you are not of the ſame 'behet 'with-us,, why have 
« you retained a poſture of body that preſuppoſes it ? 

« What mean thoſe Altars you have ſet up in Churches, 

'< towards which you ſo-reverently bow, if' you would not 
'< have us to underſtand that your proftrations are carried 
< out to ſomething that is ſacrificed upon thoſe Altars ? 

Among the many abſurdities which attend this kneeling, 
this 1s not the leaſt, that it deſtroys the nature of the com- 
munion which is between Chriſt and his members, or at leaſt 
is moſt unſuitable to it 3 for the Lords Supper 1s an exact 

Tepreſentation of that holy Oyl of Aaroz that run. down 
from his b-ard to the-skirts of his garment; of that fricnd- 
4hip and love -which binds all the members of: Chriſts body 
my{tical together, of what condition focver they be, whe- 
ther King or ſubjects, Nobles or peafants, Maſters or ſcr- 
vants, bond or free, and of that brotherhood and familiarity 
that is among gueſts who are all equally invited to ſet down 


at the ſame Table with the ſame freedom as St. John had to. 


lay his head in Chriits boſome, and - Lazarxs in that of A- 
-brabam; This Communion, I fay, on earth, is but a reſem- 
blance'of that ſtate-1nto which we ſhall be tranſ(lated in the 
IE King- 
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Kingdom of Heaven, where all the faithful ſhall fit down 

with Jeſus Chriſt, and with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, and 

with the Prophets and Apoſtles, where their poſture is not 

that of proſtrate {uppliants, but of ſuch as are at reſt, and 
in full liberty, fatiating themſelves in the contemplation of 
all the glorious and incomprehenſible perfeCtions of the Di- 
vinity : for what is the Euchariſt but an Ordinance of joy 

and fatisfation, of union and viſion ? To conclude, fince 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt repreſents. to us the act of believing. 
in him, for the application: of the promiles, and receiving 

his benefits into our ſouls, by eating and drinking, as (itting 

at his table; how ſhall we imagine; that he who invites you 
to his table, -expes that you ſhould kneel before his table, 

and fo eat- and drink in that poſture 2 The Parallel holds 

exattly with reference to this ſpiritual teaſt unto which the. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt invites all his diſciples. 

No wonder then ſo many refuſe to ſubmit to this poſture; 
as alſo to that of bowing at the name of Jeſws in the Church, 
having no other argument for it than-the 2 Chap. of the 
Epiſtle to the P/illippians, At the Name of Jeſus every knee. 
ſhall bow. Which devotion of theirs, in pulling off the hat every. 
time the word Feſns is pronounced, faith the Elder Dr. Du- 
Monlin in his 7th Decade, Sermon 8. I ſbould not fo much 
reprehend, if they id manifeſt the: ſame reſped to the name of. 
Chriſt or God: 

But to do the Diffenters right, herein.they are.very Or- 
thodox, whileſt with John: Hales, Dr. Stillingjicet, and Mon- 
fieur Claude 1n his Letter to Monfieur Michacly, they afhrm 
that the Schiſm- is only chargeable on thoſe who imvole the 
Ceremonies, and not on thole that refule to ule them. {f 
one party; ſaith: Monſteur Claude, being in power,” would cons 
ftrain the other againſt their conſcience and judgment, in mute 
ters of indifference,- as are . the points which now make all the 


diſorder in England, the ſchiſm is certainly on their ſide, Aud 
0 
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it was ary excellent ſaying, that which is Mr. Robert Jenmr- 
ſon's ſecond Narrative, pag. 4. 'T7s #0t he that taketh, but, 
that adminiſtreth the occaſion, who is the true-and proper Schiſe, 
matich. | | 


Nor are they to be blamed in this parthenlar, in condemn- 


ing with the ſame Monſieur Clarde the opinion- of the 
validity and lawfulneſs of the Romziſh Ordination : where- 
as all good Proteſtants hold Romre to be the Mother of Abo- 
minations, and the great ſcarlet Whore ; but on the other 
hand they reje& the call of. all Proteſtant Mniſters, who 
receive the Impoſition of hands out of England, as void and 
null, unleſs it be by the hands of the Biſhops. _ | 

But I find that there is nothing does more condemn the 
conduct of the Conformiſts in preſſing ſubmiſſion to the 
Hierarchy, and to the Ceremontes of the Church of Ez- 
gland under the penalty of deprivatior> ab officio &- beneficio, 
and being made uncapable of both 5 and: which ſtands more 
up in the juſtification of that of the Nenconformiſts in 
their refuſing 5 There is nothing, F ſay,does more condemn 
the one, and juſtific the other, than that which happened 
about 34 years ago at Oxford, which was then all Prelati- 
cal. As therefore thoſe who were then in power, impoſed 
upon the Oxford-men the Covenant, tf they meant to kee 
theit places 5 All the Univerſity joined to publiſh a Book 
intituled Oxford-Reaſons, to ſhow the injuſtice of impoſing 
the Covenant upon ſuch conditions that were unreaſonable, 
and to prove the reaſonableneſs of their refuſing; making 
uſe of ſuch cogent arguments, proofs and; reaſons, that have 
been alledged, and uſed above theſe xo0 years by the Non- 
conformilts, for their refufing to ſubſcribe tothe Hierarchy, 
and to the Ceremonies, and which muſt be of equal weight 
and ftrength itt the thouths of one party as well as anothers. 
They of Oxford thus winduptheir Reaſons, 


Thus 
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[Thus we have clearly and freely repreſented our preſent judg- 
went, which upon better information in any particular, we 
ſhall be ready to refifie ; only we deſire that it may be conſt 
dered, that if any one ſingle perſon remain unſatisfied (though 
we ſhould recetve ſatis fation in' all the reſt) and in that it 
cannot neither be reaſonable for them to preſs us, nor lawful for 
us that cannet be /atisfied to ſubmit unto the ſaid Covenant. 


What they ſay, that although all the Univerſity ſhould 
acquielce and ſubmit to the reaſons which are alledged to 
perſwade them to take the Covenant, and there ſhould be 
but one ſingle perſon that cannot yield to it, it would net- 
ther be juſtice nor reaſon ſo to preſs, and puniſh this ſingle 
perton,-who ſhould not ſubmit : This argument, I ſay, 1s 1n- 
comparably more ſtrong, having reſpe& to many thouſands 
of perſons, who for above this 100 years have refuſed their 
ſubmiſſion to the Hierarchy, and to the Ceremonies, than 
only reſpefting the Univerſity of Oxford ; and this ſame - 
argument is no leſs applicable to thoſe who are in power 
at this day, for their obſtinacy and rigour in perſecu- 
ting. ſo many perſons, becauſe of their Non-ſubmiſſion, as 
it was then. I might inſiſt by arguments that come very 
near.to a demonſtration, to prove, that thoſe whom they 
odioufly diſtinguiſh by the names of Puritans, Presbytert- 
ans, Independents, Fanaticks, Rebels, Sons of Belial, King's 
Murtherers, e&c. are the beſt Chriſtians, the beſt Proteſtants, 
the beſt Erg/;ſh men, the moſt loyal Subjeds, the greateſt 
Pillars, buttrefſes and ſupporters-of Monarchy, and of the 
Government by King, Lords and Commons; and that they 
are the greateſt Promoters of. Religion, Peace, and Piety, 
again(t thoſe that indeavour to bring in Tyranny and Po- 
-pery 3 .at leaſt, a Mungrel one, that' comes pretty near to 
the true Popery, | 

F But 
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.'But this Matter-would hold me too long, and'therefore 
I ſhall reduce what. 1 have to fay here, -to- three: Argue 


moenets. 


3.1 as ſecret hatred, malice, grudg, and core againſt 
thoſe whom they thus diſtinguiſh, and againſt the Piety 
which they | profeſs. in a .more exaCt and ſincere man- 


ner, and whoſe life is a continual practiſe of Repen- 
tance. ' er 


2.; Another 'argument, to-prove that their cauſe is that 
of honeſt godly'men, and thoſe that have better intentions 
than they who ſpeak of them with ſo much diſadvantage, 
to wit, thoſe are wont to.1nvolve the beſt men beyond Seas, 
the belt Divines, and the-firſt Reformers, as Calvin, Beza, 
&-c. inthe ſame guilt of Phanaticks, Sons of Belial, as be- 
ing Partners. with them, and Countenancers of 'Rebellion 


and Jcſuitical Principles, againſt the Government and Lives 
of Kings. 


3. Thoſe who thus charaCteriſe the Religion of theſe 
Puritans and Fanaticks, for being 1o 'taken up with Faith, 
that they have yo-room for Charity, and good/works, are 
all beltdes the-cuſhi6n'; for; on the contrary, thoſe that put 
{ſo much ſtreſs upentaith, and ſo little upon'good works, 
are thoſe who live'far otherwiſe than they, in the exat and 
exemplary praGtiſe of good works ; as on the other hand, 
thole who do-moſt enervate juſtifying faith, and the impu- 
tative righteouſne(s-of Jeſus Chrift, by the meer grace of 
God without works, and who fo highly magaifie and ex- 
toll juſtification }by works, arc 'rhoſe who -are moſt looſe 

nd. negligent in the prattiſe of good: works. and who, if 
liniſters, make it no ſcruple of conſcience to pofleſs ſeveral - 


- 
, . 
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Bencfices; and:not to reſide in one of them;. but ta Preach 
in them by hircling-Deputics. | | Ne: 12223 ” 


_ Tis true, thoſe of that corrapted part; -which they call 
the Church,of Exgl/and., notwithſtanding they make great 
advances 'tawards: :Rexze, and bear a ſecret affeftion and 
d will to: his Holincſs:tht Popes yet! they will. not 3n- 
Sr be adlled Papilts, but Proteftants - but alſo being 
loth tg-he Partners 1n the*name of thoſe--they-are fo! ſer 
12am, 4heyidechre aloud tq: the:world; That they:are the 
only, Proteſtants, 'and who: deſerve thit name excluſively 
and privitavelyfrom the reſt;and this is-much what the ſame 
with. that which . Docirell tells ws;| when be confines them 
wighinithe trub Ekurch of Jeſus) Chraſt, who haveat Epi 
eapsl{ttdination, that. is to fay,: mn-5-dr 660 perfons-that 
are: ſneb .ns-thoſe that are "marked [1n-tho:worſt! Column 
wy : ſou 4 1: 14 9613109 11 
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. Havidg, bitkerto fpoken of-the:good cohduthy ;:and-the 
ſtrong. and zational argunients of the Nonconformiſts in the 
behalf of ithemfclves, and of -their way 3' ſome might/expe&t 
perhaps I ſhould recite what. the Confbrrvifis: can ſay' for 
themſelves, that 1s, to oppoſe the unreaſonableneſs of their 
catriage,: andthe, Arguments ofi the Coriformiſts far them- 
ſelves; bub; all they-car fay, 3s their: meg; will, 'and the 

make their arguments in Ferio and Barbara, the beſt dicnd, 
that of the Rowijh, Church; their grandeur Authoritf, Gold 
and Silver, /rich Revenues. . | > Lava fr 


edti- 4 
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And. thoſe: who will take the\pains to: read diligently, 
with, an! unbafled! judgment;, difrmangled from” all the 
teripting-baits of the Church: of: :Eglapd4, thoſe Treatiſes 
which” the Gonformilts bave: publilked; againſt the Non- 
| F 2 


conformilts 


' 
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conformiſts for the juſtifying of their Ceremonies, and 
the impoſing them on no lefs penalty than excommunica- 
tion, {uſpention, and depoſttion, will ſoon find that that 
ſpirit which animates the Anthors of them, is not- as Dr. 
Tilotfon ſays, that of Chriſtianity, which is a ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and eafze to be entreated ; but that of St: 
Paul before his-converſion, full of malignity, revenge, and 
perſecution. . But: there cannot-be found in all: their argu- 
ments which they uſe for their Ceremonies, and their rigo- 
r0us -impoling.of them, any good-fenſe, or ſolid reafon. I 
atn-fure that which Archbiſhop Land alledged for the ju- 
ſtifying of the ereftion of: Altars in Churches; and for 
their proſtrations and bowings: to them, is a-very extra» 
vagant one; as you may. ſee 1n his Speech delivexed-in the 
Star-Chamber in the year 1638. where he faid, That at 
our coming: into,” and going out of the Church, and alſo 
in continuing there, we ought to give more reſpedt to 
the Altar, than to the Miniſter's Pulpit 5 becauſe with re- 
ference.toithe-latter it''can only be. ſaid, [hoc eft wverbum 'me- - 
«#:; but as'to the other it is ſaid, hoc eft corpus meu, this 
is my body; which, ſaith he, is beyond al} comparifon more 
to be reverenced thaw the word.. - A 0a t « | 


.; Now; Sir, to cloſ© up» this diſcourſe, from: what' has 
been (ſaid, 'be-pleaſed. to deduce rheſe two confequences.- 
"OY "7 ; Z by 6. od ox T- > _—_— "3 (47 « 


x That-:though the firſt Authors of the Reformatiory 
in England did very innocently retain ſome [Ceremonies 
ad Prafiſes of the Church of Rowe, with an intention 
and hopes, | that-theriSucceſſors. would afterwards aboliſh 
$eny 3: yerithat, they:not: being; removed, hath'ifedithe Pas 
p3ts- with..a»great preſumption; that the * Chtitch"of "Ex- 
o/and might .cafily.alow':of more, and" ſo:pak ——_— 

3) iking. - 
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liking-and approving of them, to an embracing ang, recei- 
ving.of their Doctrines. 


24 That though it be granted (as I am apt to believe, 
not only from a principle of Charity, but upon good ſolid 
Reaſons) that the Prelatical party of Ergland, how cor- 
xupt ſoever they are in their Doctrine and Morals, and 
whatſoever inclination they might have to the Church of 
Rome, never had any deſign, nor ſo much as a thought to 
bring Popery into England by ſuch deteſtable ways, as of 
late Tave been attempted to introduce it : Yet notwith- 
ſtanding it is moſt certaiv, that if they had but kept as great 
a diſtance from Rome, asthe Puritans, or as the other Prote- 
ſtants of Exrope, or at lea(t but as much as the ſober Confor- 
milts of England, the Pupiſts would never have dreamt of 
bringing in their Religion by ſuch a horrid, damnable, and 
helliſh Conſpiracy as has of late been moſt wonderfully and 
happily found our. | 


For ſeeing nothing in their way to hinder their deſign 
from taking effect, but the Life of His moſt Sacred Majeſty; 
and beſides,underſtanding the miſerableand low condition of 
the Scots, bow. uncapable to give any, afliſ}ance; and that 
Ireland is now become almoſt abſolutely all Papiſts, the pre- 
valling party of the Chureh of England ready to reccive 
them z the mortal hatred between them and the Noncon- 
formiſts, and the confidence they have of a-ſucceſſor tothe 
Crown fitted for their purpoſe : All theſe conliderations, L 
ſay, have given fair leave tothe Devil to work his ends 02 
us, and;to reduce E2g/ard to the Communion of Rowe by 


the death of the King. 


As. to the zeal. and paſſion, which'meny, even of the 
Pri la» 
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Prelatggal party, have teſtified at this time againſt the Pa+ 
pilts, it muſt be confeſſed they do it not altogether with? 
out reaſon ; for commonly the-greateſt friends become 
irreconcilable enemies, when thoſe bonds that kept them 
together, come to be diſſolved. Proxinorum odig acerri« 
24; When it once comes to the dividing of the {poi}, one 
of them will have all, or nothing : the great 'Benefices of 
their beſt friends in the Church, of Fxgland are little 
worth, if they are not worth the pains they take to get. 
into the poalleffion of them by Murders and Affaffinati- 
ons. So that before Rome and this party fell ont about 
ſharing of the prey, it was thought ia all probability 
their triend{bip would remain inviolable, o? | they pers 
ſvaded themſelves that the Papiſts woyld. think"rhem:- 
ſelves very happy in having re-eſtablifhed'their Religion 
in Elind, without ever wiſhing for the fat'and rich BE: 
nefices from thoſe that enjoyed them ; but 'the” Papifts 
meant clear another matter ; for they woatt havel.or 
nothing; and do as the Abbot of. Bezzers, who hbeſiegiag 
a Town, during the Wars with the Fafdenſes, in which 
there was a great nymber both of friends and' enetiies, 
and the Soldiers and” Officers” making a conſcience tf in; 
veloping their friends 'n the-deſtrution of their Ejemijes; 
he cryed' out to them, K2ll all, kill aft, God krows' Bd are 
his. Tf the Cletgy of Rome would nox Hive fpared' the 
life of the King, much'lefſs would they haye\betn fn"hu; 
mour to {pare the Lives and the Benefices of their” goac 
Fricads the Biſhops, the Deans, and rhe Canons. 'Whence 
we mar ſiy, binc ile lachryme; tor this was itthattguched 
them to the quick'with a Jehu's zeal” and they lopk tipon 
the defign they had to put them out of their behefices; a2 
mult horrible crime, and wh ch-would be no leſs abomyna- 
b'e, thin he ſending of Kings out of the woke « &-+ 4 

on, 
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ſon, Dagger, or Piſtol. So-that the beſt interpretation that 
can be made of their preſeat carriage, is, that the love they 
have for their Benefices and preferments, for their Biſhop- 
ricks, Deaneries, and Prebendaries, hath ſufficientiy awa- 
kened them, and ſharpned their hatred, and raiſed their in- 
dignation againſt Rome, and at the preſent, at leaſt, hath. 
made them.to forget their former engagement. 
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A Confirmation of the precedent Diſcourſe, drawn 
from ſeveral Paſſages out of the Irenicum, A Wea- 
on-Salve for the Churches Wounds, written by 
dward Stillingfleet, D. D. Dean of Saint Pauls, 


Canon of Canterbury, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to His Moſt Sacred Majeſty. 


Oreſceing that thoſe who have a prejudice to my per- 
ſon, and to all the Books I have put forth for this 40 
years, upon two Subjects, viz, the Eccleſiaſtical Power and 
Excommunication z and upon the Church of Exgland, 
might probably hinder that ſucceſs I look for from all the 
Truths in this precedent Diſcourſe of zhe ſeveral Advances 
the Church of England hath made towards Rome, I found my 
ſelf obliged to give them the beſt Authority I could ,” and I 
thought that would be inconteſtable, which I ſhould derive 
and take from the moſt eminent Divine of the Church of 
England, whoſe Deciſions are at this day looked upon as 
Decrees and Axioms, in this part of the Werld ſeparated 
from the reſt, as thoſe of Calvin in the other z and to make 
the World know I have written nothing, either in this pre- 
cedent diſcourſe, or in any other that I have pur out upon 
thoſe two Subjects I have but now mentioned, which is not 
abſolutely conformable to the ſenſe and Opinion of this great 
man, whoſe Authority, 1 hope,: will be a ſufficient ſhelter 
for me to keep off thoſe terrible accuſations and imputations, 
which would. make ones Ears _ tothgar, :and yet with 
which I am overwhelmed :. as to be actuated apd influenced 
by an evil Spirit ; to be born for the: deftru&tion of the 
Church of God ; and to be a great-enemp of the _ 
FP (0 
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of England: The authority of this Door will ſend back 
thatexhorration to one of the Canons of Canterbury, who, 
after he had given me to underſtand that I, above all the 
aen upen the face of, the Earth, had a great Account tv 
make to Almighry God, for having defamed and vilified the 
Church bf E»2laud, both by my Words, and by my Wri- 
tings, exhorted me with as anuch kindnels and affection for 
my Soul, as Zeal for his Church, ſeriouſly to xepent of it be- 
fore I 4yed, | 

I oblerve then in the firſt place, that DoGor Sro/lingfleet's 
Book is built upon the ſame Hypotheſis, as the Edifice of my 
Pareneſis ts, and that it is a perpetual overthrowing of tholg 
two Hypotheſes which have brought Popery into the world, 
and with it diſorder, Atheiſm, corruption both -of the-Do- 
Qrine of J. C. and of good manners, divifion among tha 
faithful, attempts upon the lives of Kings, Murders and 
Maſſacres of Chriſtian People. | 

The firſt Hypotheſis is, That the Government of the. 
Church  diftin& from the Republique. 

And the ſecond, which is:the Paraphraſe of rhe former, to: 
know that it 1s the Will of God, that the World, :and every 
Territory, thould be governed by two Soveraign Powers, 
Collateral and Independant, the one:from the other. 

For the overthrowing of thele Maxtms, our Door gives. 
no other authority to Paſtors and Miniſters, than that of 
Per{waſion, and to declare to men in the:quality of Ambaſla- 
dors of ]. C. his will, to convince-them of the truth, and of 
the goodneſs of Chriſtian Religion, and to bring them to the 
ſtudy and practice of Piety. He ftrongly. eſtabliſhes rhis 
principle, that as the Church, whether particular or Nati- 
onal, as to diſcipline and outward government, is a Body 


WY Politick (in that manner-that: Optatus Millevitancuc, 
16, 2..C. 


P whom the Doctor often alledges, ſays, Eccleſia 
ih eſt in Republics) lothat there is no.other Governour- 
G..c.* in- 
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in Chief than the Magiſtrate, or (ome Authority taken up by 
the conſent of the Churches, which is Magiſtratical, 

He ſays, pge 47. That though the conſtitutions and per, 
ſons determining them, and the matter of them, be Eccleſia- 
ſtical, yer nevertheleſs the force and ground of thole conſti- 
tutions, and the obligation to be obedient to them, is purely 
civil, and -— of Subjects to a OT _ 
for this he alledoes Peter Martyr, ſaying, QOuod 111 Sam. 8, 
ad poteſtater Frebſicicam prom. las -; pt —_ _ 
lis Magiſtratus, That as to that command made” Fig 
often to the people of God, Heb, 13. 17. &. Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and ſ#\.mit your ſelues : for they watch 
for your Souls, as they that muſt give account, that they may do 
it with joy and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you: 
thoſe words do not import any ſubmiſſion to their jurildicty- 
on, but to the word of Gud. 

In page 48, he ſays, he only hath power to oblige, who 

hath power to puniſh, upon diſobedience, and none. hath 
power to puniſh, but the Civil Magiftrate. ' I ſpeak of legal 
penalties, which are annexed to ſuch Laws as concera the 
Church, Now there being no coercive or coattive power 
beloggng to the Church, as ſuch, all the foxce of ſuch Laws, 
as reſpe& the outward polity of the Church, muſt be deri- 
ved fromthe Civil Magiftrate, 
In page 129. he ſays, That when the Church js incorpo- 
rated into the Common- wealth : the chief Auythoruy in 8 
Common-wealth, as Chriſtianbelongs to the ſame to which 
it doth as a Comman-wealth. | 

lathe pages 225 and 227, he underftands the Dir Feolefiee, 
Tell the Church, inthe ſame manner with Draws. Agd be 
— ap ip _ underftaod by choſe _ 
Let bins be to thee, &c, that the party offended ovghtiy baye 
recotrſeto the Civa Magittrate. T, fﬀ 

In page 177, he ſays, That whether any ſhall ſugeged 4þe 
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Apoſtles in Superiority of Power over Presbyters, or all re- 
main governing the Church in an equality of Power, 1s aq 
where determined by the Will of Chriſt in Scripture, which 
contains his Royal Law : and therefore we have no rea- 
ſon to look upon ir as any thing flowing from the pos er 
and authority of Chriſt as Mediator z and lo not ncceſlarily 
binding Chriſtians, : 

In page 413, and elſewhere, he: mightily confirms the e- 
quality of Paſtors, and aſſures us, that the Epiſcopal Men 
cannot ſhew by the Word of God, neither by the practice of 
the Apoſtles, nor ſo much as. by that of the Primitive 
Church,that a Miniſter of J.C. hath had any fuperintendance 
over (everal private Churches,or that a Biſhop hath ordained 
Miniſters by his ſole and pure authority, as is now practiſed , 
in England, or that he who is not naturally inveſted with 
any authority, ſhould have the power to delegate others, and 
much more ſecular perſons. 

In page 393, &c. he declares-that it was the opinion of 
that glorious Martyr Thomas Cranmer, Archbiſhop of Can- 
rerbury, and of all other firlt Reformers, and ſhews that they 
all agreed in the ſenſe of Cranmer, whole very words the 
Doctor hath taken with his own hand; 

1. That the Excommunications and Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures, are only the Declarations of private Sentiments, un- 
leſs they receive the Sanction of the Civil Magiſtrate, and he 
authoriſes them, 

2. That when there was no Chriſtian Civil Magiſtrate, in 
the time of the Apoſtles, the conſent of the multitude of 
Brethren, was in the room and ſtead of a Civil Magiſtrate. 

3: That the Eleton of Paſtors by the People, is the true 
and only Ordination-which God approves of, unleſs the Peo- 
ple do extend their. power above the civil Magiſtrate-: that 
————.-o—_ Election cannot be made without their 
Content, 


4. That: 
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4. That there is no more promiſe of God, that Grace is 
given in the committing of the Eccleſiaſtical Office, than 
It is in the committing of the Civil : for alſo, if this aſlerti- 
on were true: under the Oeconomy of the Law : it is no lets 
true underthat of the Goſpel, For thoſe received benedi- 
ion as much who were admitted into Offices of the Repub- 
lique of 1ſrael, by the-Impoſition. of Hands, as thoſe who 
took upon them the cares of the Church, 

He concludes the dilcourle of Crarmey with thele words, 
we ſee by the teſtimony of him who was Inſtrumental in our Re- 
formation, that he owned not Epiſcopacy, as a aiftinit Order 
from Presbytery,of Divine R ght , but only as a prudent conſtitu- 
tion of the Civil Magiſirate, for the better governing in the 
Church. ; 

The Preface which he has put at the beginning of his ex- 
cellent Book, is a moſt compleat piece, and is the Idea of his 
whole Book.. 

He takes for the Model of a perfe&t Government of the 
Church, that which the Archbiſhop of Armagh hath made, 
and from which Fvſeph Hall does not much diffew but which 
have but little, if any agreement, with the preſent Govern- 
ment of the Church of E»g/and ; although three of our Do- 
&ors (I. mean, the Dzan of Canterbury, a reverend Doctor 
and Cannon of his Chapiter, and Doctor Floyd) have decla- 
red in print, and haveconfidently aflured us, that the govern- 
ment. of the Church of E»glana, as it is at this day eſtabli- 
ſhed, 'is more conformable to the practice of the Apoſtolique 
and Primitive Church, than any other government in the 
want 

Thus, you ſee, the effe and right of poſſeſſion, which the 
learned Engliſh-men of the Bar tell us, of rwelve arguments 
which are alledged in favour of thoſe who have it, thar is, 
in the room of - Jn indiſputable ones, 

But Doctor $t4lingflees (though he believes that the Go- 
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vernment without Biſhops is moſt conformable to the pra- 
Rice of the Apoſtles) finds inconveniences in every Govern- 
meat, eſpecially that of the Church of Emgland. As, 

1. That the Primitive Government was Ariſtocratical, 
whereas that of the Church of EZx2/and in every Diocels, is 
Mcnoarchical, | 

2. That the Primitive Church makes the Union,and Uni- 
formity of Churches, to conliſt in one and the ſame Faith, 
and notin one and the ſame Diſcipline : and that in many 
Towns and Villages many particular Churches differ one 
from the other, and from the Mctropolitane, in Cuſtomes 
and Ceremonies, 

3. That as the ſame Ceremonies were not impoſed every 
where , ſo neither were the Paſtors nor Churches puniſhed, 
for taking the liberty to govern themlelves according to 
their own way and Fancy. 

He alledges Caſasbon for the. proof of the firſt Article, 
Exercit. 15, Seit. 11, Epiſcopi in ſingulis Ecclefiis conflituti, 
c::m ſuis Presbyteriis & propriam ſibi quiſque peculiari cura Ec- 
cleſiam, & univerſam emnes in commune curantes, admirabilis 
cujuſdam Ariſtocratie ſpeciem referebant. For he would 
have every Biſhop to have a Presbytery fixt, certain and ſure, 
without which, as Saint Cypriaz laith, the Biſhop can do no- 
thing. ET 

We read in this admirable Preface, 'a Leſſon which may 
be of excellent uſe and ſervice to the Papiſts, That in the Pri- 
witive Church, the Chriſitan Religion inlarged it ſelf,” not in 
ſhedding Chriſtian blood, by Murders and Maſſacres, but in 
powrrng it out for the teſtimony of Feſus Criſt, 

And his words are ſo pathetical and prevailing with me, 
that Icannot poſſibly forbear inſerting ther, ſays be, 7f 4 
ſpirit of meekneſs, gentleneſs, aud conae ſcention, if a ſloping 
ro the weakneſs and infirmitics of others, if a purſuit after 
jeace when it flies from 1s be the indiſpenſable antics, _ 

the 
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ee charaGerifical. vetes- of - theſe: wha have mers than the 
mane of Ebriſtians, it may poſſibly prove a diffieu't \nquelt to 
find ovi ſueb, for the crouds of theſe who (lelter themſolues nn- 
ger that ploriors name. Whence cane it elſe to be [0 lately 
lookt on #4 the way to advance Religion, Fo baniſh peice, aud 
fo reform mens manners,by taking away their lives ? where- 
44 ip thoſe pare aud primitive times, when Religion 474 iraly 
flouriſh, 4 w.m accounted the greateſt inſtance of the piety of 
Chriſti6ux,. Bot © fight but to dye for Chrift, 14 was mever 
thonzht then thet Bellona w. 4 Nurſing Mother to the 
Church of God, /. or Mars a God of Reformation. Re#1(tgiop 
w.4s then propagated, not by Chriſtians ſhedding the bleed of 0- 
thers, but by laying down their own, They thought there wore 
other ways to @ Cauaan Of Reformation heſides the paſſing 
through a Wilderneſs of Confulion, ard & Red-Sea of Blood. 
Origen could ſay of the Chriſlians in his time, nin "I 
Aja bdltoyury 5" vos A XAleg?s 50's wart aroper im TRAGKEN WILT | 7, 

v0; Sa + Ing'y vio Ths tupnns. They had xot yet leaxns t0 

wake way for Religion into mens minds by the dint of the 
Sword, becauſe theywere the Diſciples of that Savicur, who ne- 
ver prefled followers, &s men do Souldiers, but (gia, if any man 
will come after me, let him cake up his Crols (xot his Sword) 
and follow me. #Hyis was n{4Spes x) Prrdylewares yroucheoia, his Very 
commands ſhew'd his meekne(s ; his Laws were (weet and gentle 
Lows ; net like Draco's, that were writ in blood, unleſs it 
were his own that gave them. Thus he, 

To draw towards an end, our Doctor's Book teſtifies no 
leſs conformity to this ſubject I have been upon of the Chyrch 
of Englands aavarces to Rome, than that which is the chief 
matter of.my Book, concerning rhe Power Eccleſiaſtical : 
for that Book contains all the confiderable Truths which I 
have here delivered in this, and which are applicable co the 
preſenr poſture of Aﬀairs in this Kingdom, 

He ſays in page $5, and elſewhere, That he muſt needs be 
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a preat ſtranger 'in the Hiſtory of the Primitive Church, that 
rakes not notice of the great ajverſity of Rites and Caſtoms uſed 
in particular Churches,without any cenſuring thoſe who differed 
from themyor if any by inconſiderate zeal did proceed [o far how 
FEENEY ill it was reſented by other Chriftians, As Victors 
Socra Hiſt, excommunicating the Quarto Decimani for which 
Eccleſ. 1.5. he is ſo ſharply reproved by Irenzus, who tells bim, 
46 that the primitive Chriſtians, who differed in ſuch 
things, did not uſe to abſtain from one anothers communion for 
them, As Socrates tells us, Thoſe that apree in the ſame 
Faith, may differ among themſelves in their Rites and Cuſtoms, 

In page 66, he ſays, we ſee the primitive Chriſtians did not 
make ſo much of ary Uniformity in Rites and Ceremonies : nay, 
1 ſcarce think any Churches in the Primitive times can be pro- 
duced, that did exattly in all things obſerve the ſame Cuſtoms : 
which might eſpecially be an argument of moderation in all, as 
to theſe things, but eſpecially in pretended admirers of the pri- 
mitive Church, 

I conclude with a known ſaying of Auſin, 1ndignam eft 
ut fropter ea que nos Deo neque digniores neque indignioves 
poſſunt facere, alii altos vel condemnemus, vel judicemus. Tt 
15 an unworthy thing for Chriſtians to condemn and judge 
one another, for thole things which do not further us at all 
In our way to Heaven. | 

Again, he ſ1ys, in page 109. Every Chriſtian is bound to 
adhere to that Church, which appears moſt to retain its E Vange- 
lical purity, | : 

In page 121. He teſtifies his Opinion to run parallel with 
that of Mr. Fob» Hales of Schiſzn, p. 8. That whereſoever 
falſe, or ſuſpected, Opinions are made a piece of Church Lituroy, 
he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmatick ; and he that fepe- 
rates becauſe he cannot in conſcience conform and ſubmit 
to th:Ceremonies impoled,1s not theSchilmarick, but that the 
Schilm lics at their door who 1mpole thern, In the ſame place 

allo, 
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alſo he ſays, 1 hope God will one day crnvince men, that the 
U nian of the Church lies more in the Unity of Faith and Af- 
feftipn, than in the Uniformity of doubtſmi Rites and Cent» 
monies, 

In page 122. he ſays, that certainly thoſe holy men, who 
did ſeek by any means to draw in others at ſuch a diſtance fron 
thelr Principles as the Papilts were, aid never intend by what 
they did for that end to exclude a truly tender Gonſciences 
from their Communion, That which they laid as @ bait for 
them, was never intended by them as @ Hook for thoſe of thear 
own profeſſion. Bux when the firſt Reformers retained! ſome 
Ceremonies they never deſigned to impoſe them on the Pro- 
teſtants, 4nd to treat them ill if they would.not comply 
with them, but they thought thereby to draw over the F4- 
piſts to their Communion. | 

He is very large upon this ſubjet, and he condemns the 
procedure of his Church towards chole who ſeperate thens 
from their Communion, .as being-vety unjuſt, and indeed 
no bettter than a high plece of cruelty, that they ſhould 
havelels kindneſs and condeſcention for their Brethren and 
Friends, who are of the ſame Bauth, and of the ſame Pro- 
feſſion, and their Compatriots, than for the Papifs, who are 
their Enemies, and Strangers tothem in every reſpe& , and 
he clearly and fully makes it evident, that their Brethren do 
nothing but what the firſt Reformers had in proſpe&, when, 
to draw over the Papits to their Religion, they did-retain 
ſome of their Ceremonies , and that, if they were now a- 
live, they would think they ſhould have incomparably much 
more reaſon to induce them to quit thaſe Ceremonies, than 
to retain them, atter they had icen they were a Rock of Of- 
fencc to their Brethren , and that they rather drove the 
Proteſtants to the Religion of the Papiſts, than thoſe to that 
of the Proteſtants, In a word, he ackaowledges rhar- this 
procegure of his Brethren of the Church of .Enolend bo 
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mark of the Wrath of God upon the Nation , and he, with 
ſighs, conſiders that invincible Spirit of Stubborneſs and Ob- 
ſtinacy which actuates and influences them, and which re- 
moves from them all thoughts of Peace and Reconciliation 
and having had for above this hundred years more than twice 
as many opportunities to procure them , even in a very 
ſmall time, by moderating the rigour and ſeverity in im- 
poſing thoſe Practices and Rczn;ſb Ceremonies, which they 
themſelves place among the indifferent Conſtitutions, 
and thoſe which are not at all neceſſary, they notwith- 
ſtanding chule rather to perpetuate Diſcord and Confu- 
fion.. 

In page 123. he ſays. That the Paſtors of the Church of 
England are infinitely more obliged to have more kindneſs 
for their Brethren, than for the Papiſts, and rather to bend 
and yield to the Infirmity and Weakneſs (if it be one) of 
their Compatriots and Brethren, than to Rowe, who accounts 
us all as Heretzcks and Apoſtates, and ſo deals with us, in per- 
fecuting us continually with moſt dreadful Murders and Maſ. 
acres. / 

To ſhut up all, this ſtrange odneſs and unaccountable hu- 
mour of Judgments, that the ſame thing which ſhall be 
done or ſaid by the learned Dr. $:il/ingfleer, and by me, ſhall 
have all the eſteem imaginable by thoſe who are his Votaries 
and Admirers, whoſe great worth and Abilities is not a lit- 
tle advanced by the ſplendour of his Fortune, but ſhall be 
had in the baſeſt contempt and [corn by thoſe who conſider it 
comes from me, who perhaps may belooked upon as incon- 
fiderable in Judgment and Learning asI am low in Conditi- 
on : This ftrange odneſs of Fudgments, I ſay, is —_ to 
what I have read in one of Plizy's Epiſtles, Epiſt. 24. lib. 6. 
multum intereſt quid a quoque fiat , eademenim falta claritate 
aut obſcuritate facientium, aut rolluntur altiſſime aut humillime 
deprommwntnur, ; 
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The POSTSCRIPT. 


Ince my Letter was printed, with the Confirmation of 
thoſe matters it contained, by the Teſtimony of the 
Learned Dr. $:4/ing fleet, ſome perions of merit and quality 
accuſed me of prevarication, in that I had not done this 
great Door Juſtice, becauſe I had produced and quoted 
him when he was under Errour, and not in the time that 
he made his retraRations ; which, ſay they, do no more 
leſſen and extenuate his Wiſdom, and Conduct, nor do they 
any more tax him of Inconſtancy, than the Retracations of 
S. Auſtin prejudiced his great deſert and worth , that my 
procedure has been as unjuſt as that would have been. of a 
AManichen,. who, to juſtify his errour and Herefie thould pro- 
ducsS. Aufiz, before he was Orthodox, for the eſtabliſh- 
ing that Opinion of Mares. 

'Bur if I do not Dr. S:illingfleer juſtice, I am very well 
aſſured that thoſe who force me, for my juſtification, to lay 
open his inequalities and unſteadine(s, do not do him any 
kindnels ; for, beſides his not having ever yet retracted his 
Irexicum, as to that which concerns the Ecclefiaſtical Pow- 
er and Excommunication, you are deſired to take. notice, 
that all the things which I alledge from him for the conkir- 
mation of my precedent diſcourſe, were his own ſentiments 
and then real thoughts and opinion, when he was in the 
flower of his age, in all the ripene(s and maturity of judg- 
ment and learning, and when he had only one Paſtcral Cure 
at Suttox in the County of Bedford, about eighteen years 
ſince. That he {poke then in all the truth and ſincerity ima- 
ginable, being not blinded with the gaudy luſtre of a mag- 


nificent Fortune, which is apt to temp: the beſt men-to 
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change Opinions, *Twas then that he affirmed with great 
aſlurance, that the Presbyterian Government, in the equality 
of Pattors, had;more centormity with-the hpip-Scriptures, 
and with Reaton,*thatr Epifeopacy , that he condemned Bi- 
ſhops for impoſing Ceremonics which have no foundation 
in the holy Scriptures z that he ſaid that Sehilay was on their 
fide who impoſed thetn, and not onthe others who retuſed 
obedience-and ſubmiflion to them : In-.a word; that when 
the tirft Reformers retained ſome of the Ceretnonies of the 
Church of Rowe, their only deſign was to make of it a bait 
to draw and allure the'Papitts to the Proteſtant Relition, and 
not 2 hook to thele to preſs them to their ufzge, under pe- 

nalty of deprivation ab officto &+ bene ficios 
But fince the-Charet' has heaped upon hay plurality of 
great Benefices, he would fan have vs betjeve tht rhe holy 
Ghoſt has- infpitcd thto him othet thouplits: conferning-thd 
Engliſh Hierarchy : 1 the” EpiſHe :Dedicarbry to the King, 
betore his Apologie for the! Arctib'ſhop Ewa, he ſers it 4t »rt 
extraordinary high rate : and in a Freatiſe, 'whoſ Title js! 
An Anſwer to ſeveral! late Tyeatiſes, im page tJoahd 19r;he 
calls tho'e S:hiſmaticks that deny ſubmiſſion t6 the Goverri- 
ment of the Church of Z»2/:z4, and he tells us in plain 
terms affuredly;” that the Reafons of this-denyal do not figs 
nifie a Button. 5 Thoſe who ſeparite fry the Churth of 
s Englund make this their fundsment:l Ptinciple,as to'Wor- 
<& ſhip, (wherein the difference lies} That nbthing i lawful 
< in the worſhip of God, but what He hath expreſly com- 
& manded: We ſay all things are lawful which are' not for: 
&« bidden, and upon this fingle point ſtands rhe whole Con- 
«troverfie of Separation, as to the conſtitution of our 
& Church. We challenge thoſe that ſeparate from us to 
* produce one perſon for 1500 years together that held 
&« Forms to be unlawful, or the Ceremonies which are ufed 
© in otr Church.. We dctend the Government of the 
« Church 
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« Church by Biſhops to be the moſt ancient and Apoſtolical 
« Government, anc that no perſons can hive tuthcient rea- 
« ſoft fa caſtthat off which hath been ſo Univertally receiv'd 
« jt all Ages ſince the Apoſtles tires , if there have been 
« Dilputes amongſt us about the nature of the difference be- 
« tween thetwo Orders, and the neceſlity of it in order to 
« the being: of a Church, ſuch there have been in theChurch 
« of Rome £00, ' Here then lyes a very conſiderable 'diffe- 
« renee, we appeal and are ready to ſtand to the judgment of 
«the Primitive Church for interpreting the Letter of Scrips: 
« ture 1h afy difference between us and the Churth of Rome, 
« but thoſe who ſeparate from our Church will allow no- 
«thing to be lawful, but what hath an expres command in 
&« Scripture, | 
But it was not -in this mariner that the Le:rned Door 
reaſoned, when neither the greatnels, ncr the dazling Lu- 
ſtre of his Fortune did not blind him: This that he ſays here 
is a Pure Fricacy and Hotch-pot , forif' it had arty force, forie 
mightiadd ro Baptiln, Oyle, Cream, Spirtle, ani Salt, ane 
with as much reafon- preach the Gofpel with 2 CasxKk ufort 
ones Head, and 4 Sword and Buckler int ones Hand'to be rhe 
ſigns of our Spiritual Warfare, as to croſs an Infant at Bap- 
tilm, to bs -memortzl of the Croſs-of Jefus Chriſt ; ant 
re ftrengthemall theſe Fopperies! and Grimares/ugon the At- 
ns tt 15 bectufe- they'are. no wheres for 
tdden mm the Holy Seriptures ,* for ar this rate;, arid by this 
means, might verywelF be introduced half of 'the Fooleries 
(ht to (ay Idolatries) of Rome; I Dt 
But to make tt evident that this reafoning and Argument 
of Dr. Sti{l;nofleert js a Paralogiſm of the greateſt Abturtity, 
to wit, that alſchat is not forb1dd#en in the Scriprores; may; 
and'ought-to be prodtiſed in the Church, when iris expreſlz 
commanded by the Secular Powers ; to noke it evident,” 
ſay, that this Argument is 7 pure Paralogiſm, and adiforder 
or 
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or diſtraRion of reaſon, we need only to read the one and 
thirtieth Verſe of the ſeventh Chapter of Jeremiah, where 
God complains of his people, tor having built the high pla- 
ces of Topher,and made things which he had not commanded 
them, and which never ſo much as entered into his thoughts 
to command, hereby giving us to underſtand, that all man- 
ner of Worſhip, and every Ceremonious Practice was un- 
lawful, and an Abomination in the ſight of God, not only 
when it is exprelly forbidden, but even when it is not com- 
manded, For the Children of Judah have done evil in my 
fizht, ſaith the Lord, they have ſet their Abominations is 
the houſe which is called by my name, to pollute it : and they 
have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom, to burn their Sons and their Dawghters 
in the Fire, which I commanded them not, neither came it into 
my heart. 

Thus you ſee the Power and Vertue of the eminent Au- 
thority of any Church whatſoever, whether Romiſb or Eng- 
lib, which by its Gold and Riches metamorphile men into 
other men, making them of quite different and oppoſite. 
tempers from what they would be otherwiſe, and making 
them to ſpeak as Pope Symmachus, Ques ſanilum dubitet 
& bonum, quem apex tante Maje#tatis atrollit? he that 
eſteems , commends and approves not the good and the 
true, but the great and the rich, and who are highly prefer- 
ed and exalted, in that manner that the —_ of Rome 
reverence the Saints when they are elevated on high, 
and ſet in their Niches ; but do not value them at all when 
they lye on the ground, or have them broken in pieces. 

This truth will evidently appear, if you will compara- 
tively ballance the deſcription which Mr. Baxter (pared of 
all Benefices) makes of the Church of Exgland, andits Epi: 
{copacy, with that which three eminent Doctors of that 
Church, well provided of Benefices,make of it. 
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I will begin wich that which the Reverend and Learned 
Dr. Tillotſon makes hereof, in his Sermon upon the words of 
S. Paul, 1 Cor. 3.15. but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as 
by Fire, page 34. 1 have been, according to my opportunity, 
mr a negligent obſerver of the Genius and humonr of the ſe- 
wveral Setts and Profeſſions in Religion, And upon the whole 
matter, I do in my Conſcience believe the Charch of England 
to be the beſt conſtituted Church this day in the world , and that 
as to the main, the Doctrine, and Government, and Wor- 
ſhip, #f zt, are excellently framed to make men (oberly religi- 
ous, ſecuring men on the one hand from the wild freakes of 
Enthuſialme, and ox the other, from the profs follirs of Su- 

rſtition, 

The ſecond Doctor, and Canon of the Chapter whereof 
Dr. Tillotſon is the Dean, tells us in a diſcourle put at the be- 
ginning of his Tranſlation of the Novelty of Popery, were 
1 now ſpeaking to the French, 1 would endeavour to let them 
ſee, that we have more of the Primitive and Apoſtolick Churck- 
Government in England than any other Church in the reſt of 
the world. 

The Third Panegyriſt of the Church of £»g/«nd and its 
Government is Dr. F/oyd, who is thought ro be the Author 
of a Learned Treatiſe to fortifie one againſt Popery. Our Dj- 
ſcipline, ſays he, is abſolutely after the Model of the Holy 
Scripture, and Primitive Practice, and as to the Perſons 
imployed in the Preaching of the word of God, and in the 
admiſtration of the Sacraments, they are lawfully called : 
they are ordained and conſecrated according to the Rule 
and Canon of the Holy Scripture, and we are able to make 
the ſucceſſion of our Biſhops deſcend from the time of the 
Apoſtles even to our days, with full as much of certain- 
7 and evidence as can be done by any other Church at this 

y, 


A 
But by the way, I think I ought todothe ſecond of thefe 
Doctors 
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this Juſtice, as to teſtitic that he never varied or 

— -_. Dr. Stilliacflect, and others, but both in his 
lower and better fortune he conſtantly had the lame Ineling- 
tion and Aﬀection for the Church of England. : $5) 

Let us now proceed and oppoſe the defcription which is 
made of the Church of England, and its Epilcopacy, by one 
of the ſincereſt perſons 1n the World, and the moſt dilengag- 
ed and free in his Judgments. I ſay let us oppoſe the deſcrip- 
tion which Mr. Baxter makes of the Epilcopacy of the 
Church of Enzland, and of its Government, to that which 
theſe three Doctors have made hereof, 

© The Epiſcopacy of the Church of England is abſolute- 
© ly contrary to the Holy Scripture, and the practice of the 
© Primitive Church, it is not compatible with the Peace of 
© the Church, nor with the Civil State, He adds, That it 
© is the caulſe of all the Secs, all the Herefies , and of all 
© the Schilms and Diviſions which have rent and torn and 
© infected Eng/and tor above this hundred years: That it ba- 
© niches all likelihood of Reformation in Religian and good 
* manners: Thar it (hats the Door agunſt rhe entrance of the 
© D»cqrine and Diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt : Thar it lets looſe 
© the Reins to all Debaucherys, Intemperance, Luxury and 
* Idleneſs : That it makes the Paſtors [zy in the dilcharge of 
© their Miniſtry : Thatir toments Ignorance, Hatred of Pie- 
©ry, plurality of Benefices, and relidence by Law: That 
© jitis 2 Goverameat which divelts th: Paſtors of Pariſhes of 
© the Authority to exererciſe the Diicipline of Jeſus Chriſt : 
© t9 inveſt the ſecular perſons with it, that breakes the Uni- 
© on of the Churches of £22/and with thoſe beyond Sea : 
©To conclude, That it is a Government which gratifies the 
© Enemy of our Salvation, and perions of a ſeniual and de- 
© praved life. See his Book of the Government of the 
Church, where he enlarges upon this ſubje&, elpccially in 
his Preface, 
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A perſon out of E»g/and thar might be judicious and ſin- 
cere,. and who never might have heard a word of the Church 
of : England, but by the deſcription which theſe four Divines 
make of it, would judge at firſt, that either Mr, Baxter muſt 
be the greateſt Lyar, and vileſt Calumniator in the World, 
or elſe that theſe other Doctors reſemble 7ſocrates, who made 
a Panegyrick. m praiſe of Buſiris, and others who have 
highly.commended Nero, and'cryed up the Quartan-Ague ; 
and they are ao le(s under the Tyranny of prejudice, when 
they ſo loudly magnitie the Government of the Church of 
England, than is the Sorbonift Arnold, when he would fain 
ſhow the perpetuity of Tran(ubſtantiation. 

And yet.it is incredible how much theſe prejudices have 
created others in the mind and efteem of perſons of worth 
and-honeſty in England, and elſewhere, who have not ſearch- 
ed into the bottom of theſe marters, and what evil and ha- 
vock they have made in the Church, for as theſe three Do» 
&ors, who ſpeak unanimoufly, are every where extremely 
valued and honoured by perſons of greateſt Learning and 
exaQeſt Piety, thoſe who read the delcription they make of 
the Government of the Church of England, muſt needs be: 
confirmed in the Opinion of that Relation they have made 
of it, for it is with thele three great Divines as with 4#- 
ſelme,' Bernard, Tves, and Fobx of Salisbury in the Com: 
munion of Rome, who by the Reputation of their ex- 
traordinary Piety and- Learning have: confirmed the peo- 
ple in the Romz/bReligion, and have put an end to the doubt- 
ful Opinions which they had of the Pope's Zmpire, not to 
doubr any longer that he was the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, ins 
the Government as Head of the Catholick Church, and ſo 
conſequently have eſtabliſhed: more ſtrongly the perpetuity 
of the Pope's Empirein the minds of Kings and people,than 
all che Diabolical Inſtruments of Gregory the Seventh, 7zno-' 
ent the Third and Fourth, and Boxiface the Eighth, were e- 
ver able to contribute to it, I And! 
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And this is what may be rationally applyed :to thoſe who 
in G:-1mauy, France, Holland, Switzerland, and at Geneva; 
have heard of the Deſcription which Dr. $#i4{;xp fleet, and) 
theſe other three Learned Dodtors of their Church, make; 
and of the high Reputation wherein they live, of being emi- 
nently learned and pious, and whoon the other hand are in- 
formed that a great Party in Eng/axd do ſepaxate. from their 
Church, and who cannot forbear teſtifying, both by Words 
and Writings, that the Piety of this Party niuſt be very des: 
licate and ſcrupulous to refuſe the example of Stibingfleer; 
Tillotſon, and the reſt, to-rank themſelves to; their Church, 
and to ſubmit to the practice of thole Ceremonies whick: ſuch. 
oreat and eminent men approve of , for theſe are RefleQtions 
which the Tyranny of prejudice caulcs to be, mage to confirm 
the groſle(t Errours, and to diſcredit the moſt.holy perfons, 
as are the Nox-Conformiſls 1 England, wha oppole them in 
theſe things. 

It is true, Dr. Ti/otſoz is.not very much ſatisfied: with the 
conduct of his Brethren, and he has nat utterly diveſted him- 
{elf of that ſpirit of Peace, Mecknels, and Puritamiſm, which 
he Id formerly in hun, and which at this day carries him 
out to condemn that Eryſipelas of Contention,. and! thoſe 240+ 
lent Paroxiſms of eMemns Sjirits, that have ſtirred up thoſe 
of the Church of Zxy/axd, that are in higheſt places of Dig- 
nity and Preterment,, and ſo Tyrannically domineer over 0- 
thers : for he hath lately publiſhed two Sermons of holy In- 
vectives. (if without offence I may uſe theterm) againſt this 
Feaverith. Spirit of Perlccution, ſo contrary to the Genius 
of Chriſtianity, and the Qeconomy of the Goſpel, And: 
therefore we expected from him, that he would: have advan« 
ced in, what he hid- already ſo happily begun, and that he 
would have exhorted; his Brethren to-lay hold -of the then 
moſt opportune and convenient time which God: preſent- 
& how with whalelt the late Parliament fate, to _ 

eng 
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the Duties of Repentance, for their complyance fo fur with 
the ways of Roe, and for their Rigour and Severity towards 
thoſe, whoſe good Caule and many Prayers keep them in the 
Enjoyment of their Prebendaries and Benetices, and divert 
the Judzments of God which are impendant over the he2ds of 
thote who perſecute them. In truth, I believe thir the 
Canons of the Chaprer, whereof Dr. Til/oz ſor 1s the Dean, 
are not of the number of theſe Perlecutors, but it 15 allo true 
that they look apon theſe Perſecurions unconcernediy, and 
withour emotion, which they ovght not ro do; and that 
they. confider theſe Overtures that are made, and which 
ſhoutd be made for. the reforming of their Order, and tor 
btioging the Chapters back to a better uſe, as fo many Har- 
chets or Axes lifted up to fell, or at leaſt to ſhake the Tree of 
their Subfiſtance, To clofe up all, F hope this good Doftor will 
prove upan hjs Collegues, to convert thei fierce and batter 
Declamations 'againft ' &-ze, into! Remonftrances matte co 
the'cortupret Party, that bear fo/geeat a (wag ut rhistrme 
in the.Church of En2/and, and who are continually imprav- 
ing their Advances to the Church of R»»z7) and who thow 
a more amiable Countenaince and Alpect to that, than to 
theſe Faithful People of God in Eng/and, and which, I be- 
heve. may- be-molt juſtly called, The true Engli/h Church, the 
molt Faithful and Loyal People to God and their King, the 
true Citizens, not only of the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
allo of that of Ernzlend, for bing always oppoſite to the 
too pernicious Deſigns of the corruptedg Party of the 
Church of Enzlazd, wheledf the one was to introduce Po- 
pery in Enzland, or at leaſt a Religion not much differing 
from it, and the orher, to perſwade Kings to govern their 
People after an ablolute Arbitrary manner, and to enervate 

ity of Parliaments, or rather quite and clean to 
baniſh the uſe of them. = —— 


Having already in my —— - Page ſhown you that the 
S414 Purit( ms 
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Purit*ns arc incomparably more reaſonable in their refuſing 
to comply wirh- and ſubmit ro the Ceremonies that are im- 
poſed, than thoſe who fo ſtrenuauſlly impole them. I chought 
it my dury to ſhuc up this matter with adding this confidera- 
tion which may ablo]utely juſtifie rhe .conduct of thele per- 
ſons. It is, That as thole who reigned about thirty years a- 
goe wouid tain have.1mpoſed the Covenant to all the Mem- 
bers of the Univerſity of Oxford, under the penalty of be- 
ing deprived of their Places, they publiſhed the Reaſons of 
their Refuſal, like to thoſe which the Puritans have advan- 
ced above this 100 years, for their refuſing to. ſubmit either 
to the Church of Erg/and, or to its Ceremonies , {qo that if 
you will parallel, or put into equality either of Juſtice or In- 
juſtice, the Impoſition and the Refuſal which each of them 
made, we muſt conclude,that if then right reaſon was on the 
ſide of the Prelatical Party in their refuſing to take the Cove- 
nant, it 15no lels ſo at this day in the Refuſal which the P+- 
_ make about the Ceremonies that are impoſed upon 
them, 
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Atitue REPORT, &c. 


Aving had about fifteen days ſince ſome diſcourſe 
with oneot my Friends, wherein I convinced him 
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of this truth, That the Papiſts had never expected 

nor underdock the eftablithing of their Religion 

in England, by Mattzcres, elpecially by that damnable and 
Helliſh one of the molt {acred perion in the Kingdom,it chey 
had not been fora long time fully perſwaded, that the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical party; who carry all things before them, were 
abfolutely diſpoledte give them a molt kind. reception : As 
I was juſt ſhutting up this diſcourſe, Monſieur de / Angle, 
Canon of Canterbury, and Miniſter of the French Church in 
the Sz2/99,. gave me an entrance into another; in which af- 
ter he had declared :to'me the good intentions that my El- 
der Brother had to beſtow upon me his liberalities , he 
thought he was obliged, as a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and as 
my near Kinſman, to tell mein good earneſt, that- the rea- 
ſan of the Diminution of my Brothers bounty to me,proceed- 
from that Enmity which I teſtthed with ſo much heat and 
bitterneſs againſt the Church of Exgl/axd,; that I, more 
than all the men of the. World amaſled together, had an ac- 
count to make to Almighty God, for that my Unchriſtian 
Spirit and rude treatment of it, and hereupon, having re- 
preſented to me that the time of my diſſolution could not 
be very far off,, being turn'd of ſeventy four, he exhorted 
me, withour any farther delay, to fall ſeriouſly to- the work 
of making my peace with God, and g«tting my Caniaence 
1nto.a calny, and lerene temper, by practiſing” the o_— of 
Cpelh- 
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Repentance, and by labouring to live and dye in the perſwa- 
ſion of rhe pardon, not only of all my fins paſt,but eſpecially 
of thoſe which F had committed againſt the Church of Exe. 
land, which I had ſo much diſparaged and (candaliz:d, both 
by my Writings and Speech. = 

Ar the cloſing up of this Diſcourſe, and of this vehement 
Exhortation which Mounſieur de P Ang/s made me with a 
great Teſtimony of AﬀeRtion and Kindnels for the falvation 
of rfiy Soul, which he ſaid he ſaw in a very deſperate condi- 
tion,or at leaſt in a very doubtful one,(o long as I had not any 
remorſe for that which he accuſed me of, 1 late my ſelf pre- 
preſently to make ſeveral Reflefions upon all that he had: 
ſaid ; and as I had nothing ſo much in view and proſpett, as 
ſincerely and truly to acknowledge my fins, that fo I might 
corre&t my ſelf, and repent of them by an humble and in-: 
genuous Confeſſion, I therefore made to my ſelf (everal 
demands, 

Havel ſinned in maintaining that of all the Reformed 
Churches from Popery, the Engliſh is the leaſt conformable: 
ift its Government,and Practices, and in its Diſcipline,to the 
Primitive Church? I put then thisAfertion into one Ballance, 
and another quite contrary into another, which has been de- 
livered by his excellent and learned Collegue, whoſe words I 
Have here inſerted, in a Diſcourſe which he has (et at the be- 
ginaing of his Tranflation of the Novelty of Popery, 

were I now ſpeaking to the French, 7 would endeavour to 
let them ſee that we have more of the Primitive and Apoſlolick 
Church Government in England, than any other Charch in the 
reſt of the world, 

Thelieve that this great man hath delivered nothing in his 
words, which was not correſpondent to his inward thoughts, 
and that he hath ſo much Aﬀection for me, as to paſs the 
{ame judgment on me asT have done on him, as to my Aſſer- 
tion fo quite different from his ; as therefore his and mine: 

are 
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are ſo direQtly oppoſite, ſurely there muſt needs be ſin in one 
of us two, becaule we have. each of us publickly- declared 
his own , and-that. either he or-I ſhould ſtudy ro'find out 
this ſin, and to repent of it before we-dye-, and that upon 
this Article Monſieur de.” 4nzle addreſſes his Exhortation to 
Repentance to that pzrlon of us two who - is the fartheſt off 
from the truth. 

From this Article, upon which I interrogated myConſci- 
ence, I pals'd to others, and asked my ſelf, 

I. Have you diſcredited the Church of - Emzlan4, in'main- 
taining that the Intentions of the firft Reformers in England 
were good and-fincere, when they made-t their chief ſtudy 
to eſtabliſh Purity of Doctrine, and a Worſhip diſtant: from 
that of Rozz7, but not being able all at once to- retrench all 
the Abuſes of Rome, which were of leſſer conſequence, they 
xelerved to their Succeſſors the honour of paſſing from that 
early Eflay of Reformation, to that which thould be more 
removed from Popery ? 

2, Isit to diſcredit the Church: of -Exg/and, to maintain 
that the Succeſlors of thoſe who were the firſt that put their 
hand to the work of Reformation, have done nothing art all 
as to that which their Predeceſſors had in their Eye, and 
that they are ſo far from taking away the Ceremonies of the 
Remiſh Church, which they thought neceſſary for ſome time 
to retain, that they have introduced others to them, and 
inſtead of drawing off more from Reme , they have advanced 
nearer to it; and likewiſe they have quitted the true Do- 
&rine of the Church of Ex2/ard, eſtabliſhed-in the Reign of 
King Eawardthe Sixth, and of Queen F/izabeth, and have 
filled Ewe/and, eſpecially the two Univerſities, not only with 
the Doctrine of Pelagianiſm, and Socinianiſm, but allo with 
that of Rome ? | gow 

3. But is it to diſcredit the Church of .Exp/and, to affirm, 
that during this Corruption, which. made conſicerable pro- 
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greſs, and which came very near to Popery, God evermore 
has reſerved two ſorts of perions (who may be compared to 
thoſe ſeven thouſand men that had not bowed the Knee to 
Zaal) who have not joined with thoſe Cortuprtiods, but 
have been conſtantly oppoling them, the one was the Pu- 
ritaws Party, which has ſeparated from the Church of Eng- 
land , and the other which has not ſeparated from it, and 
which was a {mall number of good Biſhops and Doors, 
who have always had a kindnels for the Puritan Party, asto 
their Diſcipline, but who more than all have held a ftrict 
Communion with themin point of Doctrine. 

4. Is it to diicredit the Church of Zxg/azzd, to condemn 
that ſpirit of Perlecution which hath always reigned in the 
corrupt Party, who have always endeavoured to imitate 
Rome z and who not only have perſecuted the Pur/t4»s more 
than the P=pi//s, but who have likewile ſhewed as much 
favour and reſpe to theſe, as they could poſſibly teſtifie to 
their very good Friends. In a word, 1s it to diſcredit the 
Church of Za, to approve of the thoughts of that ex- 
cellent Doctor, I mean the Dean of Canteybwry, who hath 
powerfully made it out in his Sermon preached on the fifth 
of November laft, that the Spirit of Perſecution is contrary to 
the Genius and Temper of Chriſtianny, 

5. Is it todiſcteditthe Church of Exg/4and, to condetnn, 
with Monſieur C/aade, the practice of retaining as good and 
lawful the Otdination of Rome, which all Proteſtznts do 
hold to be the Mother of Abominations, and the great Scar- 
let Whore ;, and moreover to rejec, as null and invalid, the 
Call of all the Proteſtant Miniſters who receive Impoſition 
out of England, unleſs it be Epiſcopal, 

6. 1s it to diſcredit the Church of E#o/azd, to condemn 
that rigorous impoſing of Ceremonies, that have not any 
Ground of Foundatjon in the facred Scriptutes, as the ſign 
of the Croſs in Baptiſm, the cuſtom of puiling off the Hat 


when 
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when the nameof JES$11S. is pronounced, and not when 
you pronouncethe name of Gog, or of Chriſt ; and kaeel- 
ing at the holy Supper, which would. never have beea 
thought on, if Tranſubſtantiation had not been brought inc> 
the world ? Certainly my Father had no more a delign to 
detame and ſcandaliſe the Chureh- of Englaud than my 
ſelf, bur rather to condemn this as well as the Roman, 
upon that Article of pulling oft the Hat at the name- of -J E- 
SUS. When he laid in his ſeventh Decade, Sermon 8. There 
are ſome, who, becauſe $. Paul #0 7he Philipptans,, Chap, Z. 
{ays, that «t the nameof TESUS "ee knee [lll bow, take 
off their Hats every time when that word ] E'SU S js pronoun. 
ced, which devotion 1 ſhould not very much blame, if they did 
ſo too at thi name of Chriſt, ang of God, G3 26153 525Hhh 6 

7. But is ig to diſcredit the Qhurch of . Zag/and, to maig- 
tain'that the Impoſing of theſe Ceremonies under penalty 
not only of. privation trom the uſe of the Sacraments, but ab 
{o of ſutpenſion and depoſition 44 officie + veweficie, as they 
ſpeak, was at as great a diftance from the thoughts and 1a- 
centions of the firſt Reformers, as the Earth is from the 
Moon: But alſo to maintain, with Fohn Fox, Fohn Hales, 
Thomas Fullers, and the learned Dr. $e:llingficet 1n his rent 
cumthat when theſe Reformes rerained ſome of the Ceremo- 
nies of the Church of Reme,  chey never had any deſign, nor 
thought, to make a hook of it to treat he Proteſtancs, bur 
to uſe it 25 a bait toallure and win over the Papilts ro the 
Proteſtanc Religion. 

8. Is it to diſcredit the Church of England, to ule the 
ſame Language with Fohn Hales, Dr. $tillingfieet, and Mon- 
fieur E/aude, that thoſe who ſeparate from it out of a tender 
Conſcience and (cruple of undergoing the yoke of Ceremo- 
nics, are not the Schiſmaticks, but char theSchilm is on the 
fide of the Prelates who Jay that yoke upon them ; gf one 
party (lays Monlieur C/asde, ina Letter be writes to Monfieur 
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Michaelt) who find themſelves to be the more prevailing, (lould 
have a mind to conflyain the reſt againſt their Fudement in 
point of Conſcience; even in-things - of but little Conſequente, 
as are the points which make all the diſorder in the Engliſh. 
Church, the Schiſm lies on their ſide that impoſe ? 

9. Is itto diſcredit the Church of Ezgland, to condemn 
the horrible abuſe, - that of fifteen thouſand Miniſters. to pro- 
vide for, and of ten thouſand Bentfices or Cures to fill up, 
fve or {1x- hundred perſons.poſle(s the three fourths-of . their 
Revenues : and that Mr. Dwrel{ ſhould have (x Benefices for 
his*part ?' Ido not ſpeak of Monſieur. de / Azele, for as 
yet he hath but three. | 

ro. To conclude, is it to diſcreditthe Church of England, 
to affirm that thoſe of Ro-ve had never undertook+to bring 
Popery into*Eng!i4nd by. Maſſacres, and attempts upon the 
moſt Sacred Perſon of the Kingdome , if the favourable a- 
fpe&, which the Prelatical party: (who have always' prevail- 
ed, and kept the npper hand)/have ſhown to the Papiſts, had 
not filled thoſe with-a beliety and hopes, that thoſewha had 
gone one half of the way towards Roxze,might eaſily be pers 
1wadad to go thereft? Itis true, the corrupted party of the 
Church of Ezy/and have not had Intelligence with the Pa- 
piſts in this Helliſh'and damnable Plot'againſt the life of the 
King:; but it is true likewiſe, that thoſe had never dreamt of 
tuch a thing, if they: had not been powerfully perſwaded, 
that the mmtrodudtion of Popery, which would have been the 
relult and conſequence of it, met with-a great and ſtrong 
parry in'Eng/and abſolutely diſpoſed to receive it, 

Thele are the principal Crimes that. Monſieur de / Angle 
. would have me to acknowledge, and which he would have 
me to repent of before I dye. We inſtanced a little aboutthe e- 
recting of Altars,and the reverent bows they made to them : 
Whereupon he fell into a rage, to juſtify that -which I con- 
demncd as an [dolatry, or at leaſt, either as a Pagan or a = 
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mith Superſtition, he ſaid, that thoſe Reverences were nor 
made towards the Altar, but towards the Eaſt ; and that at 
laſt, thoſe were not things commanded, but left to the li- 
berty of every man-: To which I made bold to reply to him, 
that the ſin was the greater, to practiſe a ſuperſtition which 
was not authorized by Laws, than- when iris ſo, and that 
the ſin is no leſs great to tollerate an evil practice, than' to 
command it, 

As to that pitiful- kind of eſcape, or evaſion of his, that 
the Adoration is to the Eſt, or towards the Eaſt, and not in 
conſideration of the Altar, it were ecalie for me to ſhow, that. 
what he ſays has not any Foundation-in Reaſon: ; and allo, 
that he ſpeaks contrary to truth, 

1. Becauſe before the Introduction- of Altars, for about 
fifty years, and of which ] am a good Ocular Witneſs, there: 
was not any Curvation of Body made towards-the Eff. 

2. Beoaule that this practice is Pagan, and hath been con- 
demned by Leo the Firſt, as I have read in Gerard Yoſſins, lib, 
de Idulolatria, | 

But if any one ought to repent, before he dies, of an Er-- 
ronious Opinion, tureit ought to be Monſieur de P Angle, for 
maintaining that Proſtrations in the Church are not made to- 
wards the Altar, but towards the Eaſt, for that is to give the 
Lye to Archbiſhop La#4, the firſt Founderand Inſtitutor- of 
Altars in the Church reformed-from Popery in-England, and 
who the firſt- made: Idols .of- them ; for he explains himſelf 
very particularly upon that Subject; -in a Speech which he 
made in the: year: 1638. to the Peers aſſembled inthe Star- 
Chamber, ſaying, that in coming in, and going our of the 
Church, and in continuing. there, one ought to-give more re- 
ipe&t to the Altar, than to the Miniſters Pulpit, becaule in 
this we ſay only, Hoc eſt verbum meumz but inthe other we 
ſay, Hoc eſt' corpus means, which is, ſays he, wncomparably 
more.to be reverenced than the. Word: And theſe are-Im- 

pertigencies - 
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pertinencies which his Miter, and Monſieur Davel!, make to 
pals for good ſenle, and good realon, 


I ſhall here take notice, beiag it lies in my way, that Mox- 
ſiear de P Angle treats me, as Clodius and Carrlins treated thoſe 


who were lels guilty than themſelves. 


Clodins accuſat Mechos, Catilina Cethegum, 

He would take the Mote out of mine Eye,whileft, alas! he 
has got a great Beam in his own, which he cannot endure 
that any ſhould touch : he poſleſſes two Benefices with Cure 
of Souls, although this praQice be held for Sacriledge by the 
Canonifts, and by the Lawyers, Monſieur le Maitre, and 
AMonſicur Patru, and allo by the Divines in England, who al- 
ſure us, that thole who Preach by a Proctor or Deputy in 
one of their Cures, and do not allow the Vicar the whole 
Revenue of the Cure, ſhall hkewiſe go to Heaven by Depu- 
tation ,_ that the fin is ſo much the more horrible and. cry- 
ing, if he who poſleſſes two Cures, is elſewhere provided 
with a fat Prebendary, | \ 27? oe 

Biſhop Morton lays, Apol. part. 1. cap. 2, Qui per alinm, 
munere [uo predicandt defungitar, babebit ſalmtem Vitariam, 
ſed panam perſonalem ; ibit in gehennam per ſe, in Paradi- 
ſurs per altum,; that is, he that performs the Office of 
Preaching by another, ſhall have his Salvation by another, 
but the puniſhment ſhall be perlonally to himſelf , he by 
himſelf ſhall gointo Hell, and into Paradiſe by the other : 
And the learned whitaker tells us, 1ib, de Rom, Pontif, cont. 4. 
C. 4. Oui Vicaria opera utuntur, nou nifi Vicar iam mercedem, 
& ſalutem expettare peſſunt : Thoſe who make uſe'of a Vi- 
car to diſcharge thew own duty to the Church, cannot ex- 
pet any other than a Vicarious Reward and Salvation, 

Monſieur le Mitre calls the Paſtors that have a double Cure, 
dumb Dogs , and lays, that they, reſemble thoſe ill Shepherds, 
of whom the Prophets ſpeak, who leaving the Sheep to 
wander where or how they will, yet they feed and _— 
rnNem- 
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chemſelyes with their fleſh, and cloath themſelves with their 
Wooll, and that they break the Natural Bond both of la- 
bour and reward, 

He ought not then to take it amiſs, if I make bo!d here 
to give him two Exhortations upon this (ubje& and matter ; 
the one is, to repent of this Crime before he goes out of 
the world ; and ro that end, let me remember him of a 
Fewi/h Proverb, viz. that it is good and neceſſary for a ma n 
to repent one day before he dies; now he, not knowing 
wheh his laſt day may be, ſurely ought to begin his repen- 
tance this day, for fear he may not ever have another , and 
that he would remove far away from his heart this thoughr, 
that repentance 1s no leſs a ſerious, neceſſary, and preſſing 
work than death, which poſſibly he may not as yer expect 
this forty year : the other Exhortation is, to take the Coun- 
ſel of S, Fobn the Bapti/?, without changing or altering any 
thing of the diſcourſe he made to his Auditors, but only the 
word Garment into that of Benefice ; that 1s, that he who 
hath two of them, ſhould give one to him who hath none. 
But they think to evade this Crime by this Recrimination, 

Some accuſe me for having faid, that I rather would be 
burnt, than be of the perſwaſton of the Church of EZ»g- 
lend: others, that I would rather turn over to the Ro-ihh, 
than to the E£»g/ih Church, if I had not yet,made choice of 
my Religion : and rhat it is in conſideration of thoſe dread- 
ful words that Monſicar de Þ Angle hith exhorted me to re- 
pentance, and not for having ſid all this, that I have been 
talking of conceraing the Church of Ex21an4d, to ſhow that 
I have ttot defamed it, I believe I never ſpake a word like 
this, ſince I att perſwaded, with the Archbiſhop of Arm4zh, 
Fames Uſhrr, that one may have Salvation in any Chriſtian 
Church whatſoever, in tetaining that which is good in if, 
provided it neither conſtrains one to the belief, nor to the pra- 
aicg'of thoſe things which God hath forbidden, and __ 
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provided one may have the liberty to make an Aſſembly of 
three or four perſons who are the true Worlhippers ot Jeſus 
Chriſt, One may live in a Church without having Commu- 
nion with it z nay, one may have an -outward Communion 
with Hereticks,” and the Vitious of that Church (as were 
ſeveral of the Corinthians, whereof ſome denied the Reſur- 
rection) without participating with them 1n their Impieties : 
One may, ſays Bc24, Epiſt. ad Tilium, receive the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper with the impious and ungodly, without 
ſinning and polluting ones ſelf, but ſurely this one may do, 
take common repalts with them, 

After all, thoſe words which are imputed to me, ought.not 
to offend the ears of thoſe who are true Chriſtians, who 
would rather reſolve to endure the Fire, or any other kind 
of death, than to ſublcribe to Sentiments contrary to theirs 
in matters of Religion. And ſuch a perſon as my felt, who 
have promiſed and ſworn in.the Covenant 1 have taken, and 
which I do not repent of, to ſtick firmly to the Church and 
Religion, which is the fartheſt off from Rome, could not with 
a good Conſcience ſubſcribe that I approve of, the Eng/iſb 
Hierarchy, as having the moſt Conformity with the Primi- 
tive and Apoſtolick Church. 1f I were called to the holy 
Charge of the Miniſtry, I would endure, if 1 could not take 
them away, this Hierarchy, and even Images in Churches, as 
an affliction ; but I would rather ſuffer my ſelf to be burat, 
than approve of the uſe and worſhip of them, 

As I believe that the Religion of Rowe is a pure blindneſs, 
and ignorance of underſtanding, and that of the Church of 
England an one-eved Reformation , but the Religion of the 
Puritans, that of the clear-ſighted, which neither wants eyes, 
nor illumination , I had rather: be one-eyed in the Commu- 
nion of the Church of Eng/and, than be blind in that of 
Rome , but otherwiſe I had rather have two good eyes in 
the Communion either of the Puritans, or of that. of, our 
Churches 
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Churches in France, than have but one Eye in that of the 
Church of Eng/and, Yet I believe, that the ſpiric of Per- 
lecurion, which ſtirs up the Biſhops of Exg/ard againſt 
thole who are Proteſtants with themlelves, makes them in- 
comparably more Criminal than ic does the Papiſts againſt 
the Reformed, whom they look upon as Hereticks and Apo- 
ſtates, and therefore upon that conſideration they have ſome 
realon.to treat them as they do. 

One ought not then to wonder, if not having either Re- 
venue, or Worldly Dignity, or a fat Kitchin, or a Cure, 
or a Prebendary, or any {upport or favour from an eminent 
Authority, as 1s that of the Church of Exg/and, which do 
greaten the Idea of things and perſons, and which ſets a va- 
lue on thoſe that have none, 1n cale you diveſt them of 
thoſe outward things which are fortune miſ/ilia: One ought 
not to wonder, I lay, it I am expoſed, without being able 
to make any reſiſtance, to the Tyranny of prejudices, falſe 
Opinions, Cuſtoms, and latereſts, which are now reigning. 
For I am very ſure, that if on the one (ide thoſe Gentlemen 
were diveſted of all that is dazling and ſplendid in their for- 
tune, and on the other ſide if you look upon me with other 
regards than thole of a Phyſician, and a perſon deſtitute of 
all worldly Pomp and Grandeur, my cauſe would infinitely 
carry it beyond theirs, for this reaſon, that I have good 
Senſe and Truth on my ſide, and thoſe Gentlemen have 
not. | 

If, in a word, as Epittetus lays, we are both diveſted of 
all that dazles or blinds men by Intereſt or Prejudice, I am 
very (ure they will find nothing to contradict, nor to repre- 
hend in all I have writ for above this forty years upon the 
ſubje& of Eccleſiaſtical Power and Excommunication,' nor 
of that which concerns the Church of England, and that 
if the Pope could ſay as much of his Decrees, he would 
have ſome reaſon to mako them pals either for infallible;or at 
leaſt for inconteſtable. L But 
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But there has happened ſince this Converſation in the 
precedent Diſcourle which I had with Monlieur de /” Angle, 
where not only I have purged my lelf from thvſe Crimes 
whereof he accules me, and for which he exhorted me to 
Repentance before I dyed , but alſo I make him an Exhor- 
tation much-what the ſame with that he made to me, for 
having delivered leveral things contrary to both Reaſon and 
Truth: I ſay there has happencd another ſubje&t which de- 
ſerves incomparably more that he ſhouid be exhorted to Re- 
pentance betore he dies, than that is which he hath taken, as 
to the remonſtrance he made me, 

And us I had no (mall Aﬀi&tion and Trouble upon me, 
from the reſentment I had of his rugged and harſh ulage of 
me, I went prelently to wait upon one of the moſt eminent 
Lords of the Kingdom, and who 1s no lels a Mecenas to 
Monſieur de P Axg/e than to me, into whole Boſom I poured 
out the grief of my heart, for the Reproaches I had received 
from ſo nexr a Kinſman as Monfieur de Angle is rome , and 
the ſame day that I made my Complaints to him, Monfieur 
de I Anole came to [ee him, and ſtifly affirmed that my whole 
Complaint was falſe ; and that he had not exhorted me to 
Repentance for having done any thing to the (candal and de- 
famation of the Church of E»glana, by writing againſt it x 
but for having attaqued the Proteſtants in general , which 
that Lord at firſt interpreted to be upon my old fſubje& of 
Excommunication and the Eccleſiaſtical Power : But I will 
take my Oath upon the Holy Bible, that the ſubje& of our 
Converſation was that of the Church of Er2/ana, and that 
we [p:ke not a word about Excommunication , winch was 
proved by the particular {ubje& on which we fell. concerning 
the ſerting up of Altars, and the Proftrations made to rhery, 
which he poſitively aſſerted were not made towards the Al- 
tar, but towards the Ez, as on the other hand T plainly dif- 
cover'd to him, that thoſe Reverences had not the E4/t for 
their 
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their ObjeRt, but the Altar, and that there was Idolatry in 
thole practices : But to entertain him with theſe matters ,was 
to ſpeak to him in an Arabian language which he under- 
ſtood not. And however, it it were truce, as he affirmes,that 
he made his remonſtrances to me upon the Subje& of the Ec- 
cleſiaftical Power and Excommunication, it was as great a 
piece of raſhnels and temerity in him, to make me them 
upon thole fubje&t matters he alledges, as it was in 
Megabiſes, the. Ayprian Prieſt, to ſpeak of Painting 
in the preſence of A/exander and Apelles: For it ſeems, he 
does not know that my ſentiments adjuſt with thoſe of Dr. 
Silling fleet, and which are approved of by all illuminated, 
and unprejudiced perſons that are not of the Sacred Function, 
and alſo of a great many cf thoſe who are Minifters inFraxce, 
and elſewhere, and who publickly profels that they ptace che 
diſcipline of our Churches upon its true and Natural Foun- 
dations z moreover that they are conformable to thote of 
Richird Hoo%er, the Biſhop Biſon, and Btihop Andrews, and 
even of Dave»anr, and the firſt Reformers in England, who 
held for a Maxime, thatthe Soveraign Magiſtrate is as much 
Governour in chief of the Church, as of the Republick , 
and that the Sentences of Depofition,and Excommunication, 
are full-out as much Civil Centures, as the Panithments id- 
flited upon thoſe that tranſgreſs che Commandmenrs of the 
Decalogue. X | | 
Therefore Monſieur de PAngle ought ſeriouſly to,repetit 
of that temerity, and'of two other ſins which he was guilty 
of in- our diſpute : whereof the one is, in being aſhamed be- 
fore men to ſhew himſelf the defender of x4 Cauſe uv hich he. 
believest6 be the'Cauſe of God. The other is, or pres. af. 
firmed to that Noble Eord,- contrary to ttuthy; and the Teſti- 
mony of his Conſcience, that the Sukjet of our Convetlati-. 
on was-flot-my hear' agtinſt the Church of England, bur 
ariinſt _—— and” Exconitfiunicition, in 
2 that 
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that manner as they are now in uſe amongſt our Churches. 
God be praiſed that I ſee my Innocence publiſhed, and that 
thoſe who are the moſt contrary and oppoſite to me, dare 
condemn me fiercely 1n private ; but dare not reprehend me 
before men, nor openly tell me, no not in particular, what 
are the Crimes that deſerve to be repented of by me before I 
dye. 

| There could not poſſibly any thing happen, that might be 
more advantagious to my cauſe, and carriage, and more to 
the diſadvantage of Monſieur de P Angle, than the ſhame he 
was in to declare before.perlons of the higheſt quality, and 
of known uprightnels and integrity, what were the reaſons 
that moved him to:exhort me to Repentance , when at the 
ſame time I make no difficulty to declare thoſe which urge 
me to exhort himto it, without having any ſubterfuges, or 
tricks of Evaſion. Why 1s he more abamed than my Elder- 
Brother, to maintain to that Lord what my. Brother hath 
writ to him of me ? 7 conſider my poor Brothey as a man raiſ- 
ed by the evil Spirit, for the deſtruttion of the Church : It 
would be a double fault in me to aſſiſt bims to do evil, I alledge 
theſe words, not out of any ll will, to complain of my Bro- 
ther, but toadvance andextol his kindnefles to me, which 
are ſo much the greater, and more obliging, in, that he. 
Acts quite contrary to what he threatens me with, 

I alledge them to ſhow, that when my Brother ſays, 7 am 
raiſed by the evil Spirit, for the deſiruttionef the Church, he 
does'not mean that which tends to the deſtruction of-the Ec- 
cleſiaftical power, and Excommunication, ſince on the con- 
trary that is a good Spirit, and ſuch wherewith holy Men, 
as wickliff, Zuinglius, Muſculus, and Bulinger, were ani- 
mated, as Ca/vizxacknowledges, calling thoſe holy men who: 
baniſhed the uſe of them, Pos: &+ doitos wires: But he 
meant that that Spirit which moved me to defame: the 
Church of Ex2/and, and to impute to it ſuch things as he be- 

lieved. 
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lieved were not true, was an evil Spirit, And it is upon 
the account of thele ſtrong ſuſpitions that T' defamed the 
Church of EZxg/and, that my Brother and Monſieur de /'Az- 
gle hadreaſon to condemn me for, and to exhort me to re- 
pentance beforel dye z and not upon that of having ſaid that 
the Eccleſiaſtical power, is an illuſion, and that Excommu- 
nication is but a fabulous and Chimerical Thunder-clap. 

So that this action of exhorting a perſon to repentance, for 
having defamed the Church of Exgland, being good and ho- 
ly, he ought not co bluſh at it, nor to deny that he had gi- 
ven it me: but that which moſt grates upon him,and touch- 
es him to the quick, is not the ſence that He has done ill ia 
exhorting a perſon torepent of thoſe crimes, but.in- not be- 
ing able to verifie them, - For Ido publickly maintain, that 
it 1s not todefame the Church of Exg/axd, to affirm that for 
above this threelcore years, the corrupt party, which have 
prevailed, 'and always kept the upper hand in the Church, 
which would fam paſs for the Church of England, have not 
only made continual advances towards Rome, as to its Cere- 
monies, Worſhip and Diſcipline, but eſpecially alſo as to its 
Doctrine, 

This is that which will appear, as to'this laſt Article, by a 
Cloud of Witneſſes fetched from the Engliſh Doors, who 
haye preſided in Epiſcopal Sees, in the Univerſities, and in 
the Chapters of Deans and Canons. 'It will appear that id 
this lift; where they run towards Rome, rhey have paſſed the 
Barriers 3n which it'is confined, aid have got irito the Tents 
of Pelagius and Socinus ;, that they havemade a meer mocke- 
ry. and illuſion of the holy Trinity ; that they have turned in- 
to raillery the moſt ſacred Myſteries of the'Chriftian Religion, 
and do laugh at the imputative righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt; 
at Juſtification byFaith ; and have preached that the Heathens 
may dogood works.and that they are as'meritorious and well- 
pleaſing toGod without theGrace of JeſusChriſt;aind'i5-tnuch. 
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a means to obtain eternal life, as the alms and prayers of a 
devout Cornelis, 

And as I haie already begun to cure my Brother of thoſt 
violent prejadices which he had againſt me, as if I were ac- 
tuated and influenced by an evil Spirit, this publication, I 
hope, will abſolutely do the work, and eſtablith him in thar 
opinion, that the Spirit which animates me, ts a gocd Spirit, 
It will awaken his zeal,and carry him copublich his mediati- 
ons 3gainſt his ſa'ſe Brethren, and to j in himiclt with ehoſe 
good Puritans, who labour at this day as' much: ro diſco- 
ver the Maladies of the Church, as to heal: and cure thoſe 
that are known. He who lo happily treads in the ſteps of his 
Father, as to what reipe&s'the purity of his Doctrine, the 
exactnels of his life, and, who potfciſes, like ham, a-peace and 
tranquility of ſoul ſo great, that he 1s cheanly-perton capable 
to write ſuch a thing trom his own experience, will put an 
end for a time to his war with Remeco exhort his: Brethren of 
the Church of £»2/ard, to go 1n this prefeat-poſture of the 
Church, not only three, bur four-porss of Jr anne a Fecon- 
ciliation with them who are called Puritans, Preſbyrerians, 
Independants and Fanaticks : For thole who are 1n the' right, 
would a& imprudently, if they thould lerid an ear to any ac- 
comodation, provided it be to theig real prejudice. Allo they 
fay very rationally,to thoſe who {peak t0.them of it, that the 
remedy ought to be applyed to rhar-part from whence the e- 
vil comes, and it is to that which-hath made the diforder, that 
you ought to fit it,. Now Schilm, or Rupture in-the Church, 
15 not the fin of the. Non-Gonform/s, but of thoſe who im- 

ofe on them the ule and practice of Ceremonies, in Divine 
Workin, which axe farbi den! in the: holy Scripture, or at 
leaſt are not eommanded, there, - i*J45the fin!of theſe unrea- 
ſonable. and- unpityed meny  whobkanow very! well in theif 
Conſcience, that-the faſt Reformation was. imperfe, ' thar 
theic Ceremonies aye; things indifterent;. and nor neceſſary :! 
Yer 
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Yet were neverwilling to touch over this Reformation, gor 
to hearken to the Cryes and Remonſtrances- of above three 
fourth parts of the people of Exgland,who have verily believ- 
ed that theſe Ceremonies were not things jadifferent, -bur 
ſtones of ſtumbling,and a cauſeof- ſin; thar the feſt Reforma. 
mation had need to be reviled, and that theſe Reliques of 
Rome Cannot be retained without offence to God; without 
being in danger of returning to' them agaia ; without giv- 
ing &ome great hopes of England's Reconciliation with her s 
without overturning one of the ends for which Jeſs Chriſt 
came into the World, to wit, to procure Peace ; and with- 
out giving up the Cauſe co the Devil, who hah not folind 
any way more agreeing and ſuttable to his deſign of corrupt- 
ing the Church by Hereſies, Schiſms, and Diyiſions, than 
this of introducing Ceremonies, It was a Ceremony, as 
the Purification was, that made a Diviſion between the Di- 
{ciples of Moſes and thoſe of S, Feh# the Baptiſt, - and; it 
was the uſe of Ceremonies that cauſed the difſention? #- 
mong the' Apoſtles, as we read in the fifteenth of the 4s: 
'Twas a Ceremony that- firſt of all ſeparated the efer# 
from the E/tern Churches, 

The Conformiſts of England have been (o far from retterich- 
ing theſe Practices and Ceremonies of Rowe,” which the” fir 
Retormers hadretatn'd, thar they have Exlled tt others more 
groſs than ſone of thoſe they had banilied ; they have fee 
up again the Altars which they tad throwit down ;-re-eſta- 
bliſhed rhe reading of Bell and the Dragon) tndof-Foby anth, 
his Dog in the Church, which was talten zwiy, This is what 
they ky in the laſt Conference which was had' ar "the $:w0y 
in the $:ran4, near to Somey ſet-houſe;where, after a long Con': 
teſt and a warm Diſpute between the Non-Conformſts ind 
the Conformiſts, and thele laſt having got the better, one of 
them cryed aloud, with a great tranſport of joy, at his going 


out, wel!, now the Cauſe of Bell and the Dragon has carryed * 
This 
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"This is what I learnt from the Book of that great man, Mr. 
Anarew Marvel, againlt Dr, Parkey, | 

I hope my Brother will cake co heart all theſe Conliderati- 
ons, and will apply the Remedy to the dittempered part, and 
not to that which is ſound and well, not to thoſe who are 
tartheft off from Rowe, but to thoſe who get as near ic as they 
can; not to thole who perſiſt in their engagement to the 
Doctrine and Lives of the Apoftles, but to thole who differ 
from them, who corrupt their Doctrine, and whole life hath 
nothing of that Apoſtolical mildneis and ſweetneſs of tem- 
per,but of the Cruelty and Barbarouinels of the Papiſts. 

la a word,l hope from myBrother,that being reconciled to 
the people ofGod,and to me,he witl make mypeace withMon- 
eur de Þ Angle, which he may eafily do, for oftentimes 
ſome ſeem to be in great Wrath and Indignation,who woul 
fain notwithſtanding be mace Friends again,when they fin 
they are angry without caule, and tono purpoſe. I attribute 
that bitterneſs of his towards me, not to his natural temper, 
which is meek and humble, and full of benigoity, but to the 
great diftance which he imagines to be between his Fortune 
and mine, and to that high place of preferment wherein he 
now is.$o that I may ſay of him,what theFable reports of the 
Lamb and the Wolf ; that the Lamb, ſeeing, from the top of 
the Houfe where he was, the Wolt paſſing by,gave him ve- 
ry railing and injurious Language ; but the Wolf anſwered 
him mildly,7 do not concern myſelf much at thy ſharp and ſcorn- 
ful mords,for 1 am ſure thy natare is quite-contrary to it, but I 
attribute them to the highneſs of t he place whereto thou art ex- 
alted, which makes thee to forget thy:uſual and ordinary ſweet- 
neſs of temper, 


